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This course, tailored to suit, can be delivered in your school. 
Discuss this further with our CPD team on 01625 532974 or online@keynote.org.uk

 IN SCHOOL INFO  
Cost: £269+VAT
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IP NEW: ASPIRING TO LEADERSHIP IN SCIENCE

ABOUT THIS COURSE
This new course is aimed at newly appointed Heads of Science and those that aspire to a leadership role 
within Science, this practical course has been developed to examine the complex tasks faced by leaders of 
Science and the strategies necessary for success. 

These are exciting and challenging times to lead in Secondary Science. Science faculties have the most 
rewarding subject to teach, and benefit from many developments and resources for teaching on social 
media. However, Science can be a more difficult subject to lead than others within a secondary school with 
a complex curriculum offer, shortages of qualified subject specialists, health and safety responsibilities and 
practical work with large teams and non-teaching staff to lead.

Delegates will take away practical strategies to enable them to hit the ground running, enabling them to 
keep on top of the day-to-day issues whilst developing their team and a shared strategic vision.

PROGRAMME  TIME

Getting Started: Analysing the challenges of Science leadership   10.00 – 10.45am

l  What are the main duties and responsibilities as a leader in Science
l Identifying the challenges your department is facing
l Get to know your team and build quick relationships

Discussion: coffee break  10.45 – 11.00am

Exploring the behaviours or an effective, inspiring and motivating leader  11.00 – 12.00pm 

l Exploring the different skills needed to be personally excellent as a teacher, effective as a manager and 
inspirational as a leader

l Exploring the behaviours of successful leaders
l Understanding your natural style of leadership
l Exploring different styles of leadership and understanding when each style is effective and what the 

pitfalls might be
l Accountability: Setting the standards for high performance
l The power of your strategic plan and curriculum
l Using Assessment: Monitoring & Tracking

Building your Team and Managing people with confidence  12.00 – 12.40pm 

l How to build your team ethos
l Understanding when to manage and when to lead to get the best out of your team
l Managing the ways in which we communicate with our team
l Exploring different styles of leadership – from being brave enough to delegate or have the conviction 

to simply tell people what to do, and what the middle ground looks like
l Strategies to build relationships with all those around you to ensure you have support from all levels
l Getting everyone on board with your vision 

Lunch and informal discussion  12.40 – 1.40pm

Effective Leadership in Teaching and Learning: High Expectations,  1.50 – 2.35pm

High Challenge, High Reward   

l Strategies for establishing, maintaining and promoting high quality teaching, learning and assessment 
in Languages

l Supporting your team with innovative and engaging teaching
l The importance of delegating and utilising the strengths of your staff
l Using data effectively for monitoring and feedback, to lead to outstanding student outcomes
l Get a “buzz” around PE through enrichment provision

Discussion: afternoon tea  2.35 – 2.40pm

Dealing with challenging issues  2.40 – 3.20pm

l Monitoring staff performance to ensure outstanding student outcomes across the department
l Challenging underperformance, sustaining excellence and maintaining standards
l How to best support staff professional development in line with departmental needs
l Dealing with difficult conversations

Selling yourself: How to get the job  3.20 – 3.20pm

l Alignment of values
l Writing your application and letter
l The interview day
l What might be involved and asked: exploring your preparation

LOCATION/DATE
London 
Monday 19 June 2023 
Wednesday 22 November 2023

COURSE LEADER
Prish Narindar is currently 
Deputy head of Faculty and 
Science lead at a school in 
Hampshire. With over 10 years’ 
experience in KS3 and KS4 
science curriculum delivery 
in mainstream education and 
private tuition, she has led the 
local Science GCSE collaboration 
development group that partners 
with 8 schools and colleges. 
Prish has also successfully led 
active learning, cognitive load 
association and assessment 
workshops whilst coaching 
PGCE and ITT students for local 
partnerships.  

WHO SHOULD 
ATTEND?
l Newly appointed Heads of 

Science

l Aspiring leaders in Science

l Newly appointed subject 
leaders in Science

l Newly appointed key stage 
leaders in Science

l TLR holders in Science

l Heads of Science Faculties

BENEFITS OF 
ATTENDING
l Examine how to set the 

parameters for a Science 
department to flourish

l Consider the importance 
of strategies to align your 
department with whole-school 
priorities

l Explore the importance and 
power of your strategic and 
curriculum planning

l Discuss and highlight the role 
of assessment and monitoring 
of pupil progress

l Introduction to middle-
leadership in schools, with real 
examples drawn upon by the 
course leader

l Discuss the process of 
applying, interviewing, and 
securing your place as a Head 
of Science

CODE 9451
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IP LEADING AN OUTSTANDING SCIENCE 
DEPARTMENT 

ABOUT THIS COURSE
These are exciting and challenging times to lead in Secondary Science.  Science faculties have the most 
rewarding subject to teach, and benefit from many developments and resources for teaching on social 
media.  However, Science can be a more difficult subject to lead than others within a secondary school with 
a complex curriculum offer, shortages of qualified subject specialists, health and safety responsibilities and 
practical work with large teams and non-teaching staff to lead.  

This course will consider what excellence in a Science department looks like, and the role of the Head 
of Science in helping to achieve and maintain such excellence. It will examine strategies for successful 
recruitment of students, for optimizing teaching and learning, and for managing teachers experienced and 
inexperienced. 

This course is designed for current Heads of Science and for anyone interested in holding such a position 
or in contributing to the management of a Science department.

PROGRAMME  TIME

Leadership and Vision: The qualities and skills of an outstanding Head  10.00 – 10.30am

of Science  
l  Reviewing the qualities of an outstanding Head of Science
l Why vision comes before strategy
l Evaluating your department and acting upon this effectively
l What do you do well? Where are the gaps?
l What is an outstanding Science department? Who says so?
l Reflecting upon and developing ways of approaching the key challenges faced by Heads of Science 

Effective Techniques to Drive Department Improvement 10.30 – 11.20am

l Planning for accurate department self- evaluation
l Preparing your department for Inspections
l How can you make sure you are ready?    

Discussion: coffee break  11.20 – 11.40am

Leading Outstanding Teaching and Learning across your Department  11.40 – 12.50pm 
l Implementing effective strategies to ensure a consistent and effective experience for all learners in 

light of recent curriculum changes
l How a Head of Science Department can model outstanding teaching and learning
l Developing curricula and schemes of work
l Making effective use of assessment and assessment data
l Understanding when to be restrictive and when to allow creative autonomy
l  Using a range of monitoring tools to track performance, recognise underachievement and motivate 

learners in order that they meet the needs of the new curriculum
l   Selecting appropriate pathways for learners: recognising exceptional circumstances and balancing 

the needs of the student and school/college  

Lunch and informal discussion  12.50 – 1.50pm

Supporting the Development of your Staff  1.50 – 3.00pm 
l Strategies for managing your staff, from experienced, to inexperienced teachers and NQTs
l Making observation and appraisal processes as effective as possible
l Involving others in decision-making, planning and delivery
l Making the most of departmental meetings
l How to introduce change: reducing resistance and addressing concerns
l Developing curriculum expertise in your department
l Matching your curriculum and your staff and to your team
l Strategies for maintaining the highest quality of teaching and student performances over time 
l Making the right appointments and coaching for successful performance
l Professional development: what type, how and who?  
l Implementing and managing departmental systems and paperwork
l Making the right appointments

Discussion: afternoon tea  3.00 – 3.05pm

How it works: the Head of Science  3.05 – 3.45pm

l Managing one’s time and workload: variables and the work-life balance
l The pros and cons of delegation
l Planning ahead and finding time to do so
l Preparing for Inspections
l Before and after: staying abreast of developments in primary and higher education
l The life cycle of the Head of Department
l Maintaining freshness and enthusiasm: professional and intellectual development
l Peaks, troughs and the long run: responding to success and failure

LOCATION/DATE
London 
Tuesday 06 June 2023 
Monday 13 November 2023

COURSE LEADER
Prish Narindar is currently 
Deputy head of Faculty and 
Science lead at a school in 
Hampshire. With over 10 years’ 
experience in KS3 and KS4 
science curriculum delivery 
in mainstream education and 
private tuition, she has led the 
local Science GCSE collaboration 
development group that partners 
with 8 schools and colleges. 
Prish has also successfully led 
active learning, cognitive load 
association and assessment 
workshops whilst coaching 
PGCE and ITT students for local 
partnerships.  

WHO SHOULD 
ATTEND?
l Current Heads of Science 

Departments 

l Aspiring Heads of Science

l Those wishing to take on 
a leadership role within a 
Science Department

l Senior leaders responsible for 
Science

BENEFITS OF 
ATTENDING
l Consider what makes a 

Science department excellent, 
and the role of the Head 
of Science in achieving 
excellence

l Look at ways in which a Head 
of Science can develop and 
improve teaching and learning 
within the department

l Look at a range of strategies 
for improving and maintaining 
progression of students into  
A-Levels

l Enhance your ability to lead, 
support and nurture teachers 
in the department

l Examine the yearly workload 
of a Head of Science and the 
life cycle of the job

l Reflect on strategies for 
dealing with the challenges 
and making the most of the 
opportunities presented by a 
Head of Science position 

l Understand the importance of 
key documents and processes 
including inspections 
appraisals and observations

CODE 8676

This course, tailored to suit, can be delivered in your school. 
Discuss this further with our CPD team on 01625 532974 or online@keynote.org.uk

 IN SCHOOL INFO  
Cost: £269+VAT
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This course, tailored to suit, can be delivered in your school. 
Discuss this further with our CPD team on 01625 532974 or online@keynote.org.uk

 IN SCHOOL INFO  
Cost: £269+VAT

NEW: AQA A-LEVEL BIOLOGY: REVIEWING THE 
2023 EXAMS AND LOOKING FORWARD TO 2024

CODE 9444

A
-L

E
V

E
L

PROGRAMME  TIME

Key messages in headline form      10.00 – 10.45am

l  Key messages to be learned from the examinations
l Matching messages to actual examination questions and student responses
l Discussing the reasons that can be attributed to problematic areas
l Reflecting on what may have been delivered more effectively    

Starting to appreciate key message 1        10.45 – 11.30am

l  The main factor that affected examination success in all 3 exam papers
l Deep-diving the problem questions from the exams
l Reflecting on comprehension and essay questions and why the 15 and 25 mark answers 

were troublesome
l Starting to make a plan of action- what should we do? How should we do it?

Discussion: coffee break  11.30 – 11.50am

A focus on comprehension and essay questions questions    11.50 – 12.30pm 
l How students answered compared to what the exam board want
l Strategies to decipher and meet the demands of the question
l Managing synopticity
l AO3 clinic- ways to fix the AO3 success rate in your school

Lunch and informal discussion  12.30 – 1.30pm

Short answer headaches   1.30 – 2.15pm

l Dealing with data in the manner that A Level Biology expects
l Working with new and innovative methods to prepare students for data demands
l Deciphering where marks were lost in shorter questions
l Working on strategies to minimise the silly mistakes

Discussion: afternoon tea  2.15 – 2.30pm

Moving forward and maximising success in    2.30 – 3.30pm

l Summary of what we have learnt
l Producing a plan of action to maximise student success in 2024
l Specific lessons to be learnt and how to prevent them from happening again
l Ensuring whole department success- managing staff and developing a progressive 

teaching culture that organically learns and improves

ABOUT THIS COURSE
This new course for all teachers of AQA A Level Biology will explore how you can turn the 
lessons to be learnt from the 2023 series into an opportunity for positive change moving 
forward. This interactive course will support and challenge teachers in equal measures. You 
will leave with a through overview of the main lessons to be learnt from the 2023 examinations 
and a wide range of ideas, methods and approaches to prepare students to maximise their 
potential in 2024. Particular emphasis will be made on the demands that were not met as well 
as they could have been and the implications this has for A Level teaching and learning.

LOCATION/DATE
London 
Friday 13 October 2023

COURSE LEADER
Dr Harjit Singh is an 
experienced teacher and 
senior examiner for A-Level 
Biology.  She has taught and 
examined A-Level Biology 
for over 25 years, IB Biology 
for 8 years as well as BTEC 
Applied Science. She is a 
published author of the Key 
Skills and Knowledge Booster 
Biology and co-author of Key 
Skills and Knowledge Booster 
BTEC Science Applied and 
Vocational courses. She has 
presented many biology 
courses for teachers, student 
revision conferences and 
online web conferences. She 
is also involved in presenting 
international IB student 
revision courses.

WHO SHOULD 
ATTEND?
l Teachers of AQA A-Level 

Biology

l Heads of department/ 
academic lead

l Prospective or new 
teachers of AQA A Level 
Biology

BENEFITS OF 
ATTENDING
l Understand the main 

lessons to be learnt from 
the 2023 examinations

l Gain an informed overview 
of key areas of concern

l Learn new and innovative 
ways to deliver areas that 
target the areas of concern

l Experience and try out 
novel pedagogy

l Produce a strategic 
approach to maximise 
student success in 2024



6

This course, tailored to suit, can be delivered in your school. 
Discuss this further with our CPD team on 01625 532974 or online@keynote.org.uk

 IN SCHOOL INFO  
Cost: £269+VAT

PROGRAMME  TIME

Key A/A* Skills: Mastery and Metacognition    10.00 – 11.15am

l  Strategies to construct outstanding exam responses, looking at example A/A* exam responses 
l How to tackle the tough exam questions and gain top marks
l Creating room for success: Training students to ‘Mentally Step Back’ and to develop ‘Head Space’ for 

clearer thinking under pressure 
l Strategies to boost efficiency. Some of the most able students often ‘overwrite’, these strategies will 

help them ‘zone in’ to maximise top marks, with minimum effort    

Discussion: coffee break  11.15 – 11.30am

Key A/A* Teacher Skills: Feedback and Feedforward  11.30 – 12.30pm 

l Scaffolding as a key element of high-quality instruction, even the most able need to have clear 
structures.

l Providing higher order skills practice and model responses for students. Showing A/A* students what 
top mark exam responses look like, how to develop their own answers.

l Addressing key impact factors – ‘Teacher Credibility’ and ‘Student Expectations’ – research evidence 
suggests these are vital - top tips on how to address these.  

Lunch and informal discussion  12.30 – 1.30pm

Key A/A* Characteristics: Resilience and Wellbeing   1.30 – 2.15pm

l How to support students with high expectations from falling backwards under the pressure – new 
research on perfectionism and healthy striving

l Strategies to support mental health and motivation
l Strategies to build grit and resilience  
l How to use practical mindfulness training to promote awareness and wellbeing, whilst teaching key 

concepts at the same time: practical session

Key A/A* Exam Skills: Getting top marks in A02/A03 questions  2.15 – 2.45pm

l What does an A* AO2/3 response look like?
l Strategies to improve application skills for essays 
l What does evaluation in an A/A* essay look like?

Discussion: afternoon tea  2.45 – 3.00pm

Key Curriculum Insights for A/A*: Less is More strategies   3.00 – 3.45pm

l Avoiding misconceptions by re-routing student expression
l Use of ‘Threshold concepts’ and ‘Hinge questions’ – a way to challenge top end students and mid/

lower end ability simultaneously 
l Teaching research methods in context for depth of understanding – preparation for ongoing research 

at university and into their career
l How to deal with the large content in AQA A-Level Biology – selectivity and re-cycling top tips for 

overlap key-studies that high end students can re-signpost across topics

A
-L

E
V

E
L AQA A-LEVEL BIOLOGY: HIGH IMPACT STRATEGIES 

TO ACCESS TOP MARKS 

ABOUT THIS COURSE
This new in-depth course will explore high impact strategies that raise attainment and support students 
to access top marks in their AQA A-Level Biology examinations. The course will share ideas and 
accompanying materials that you can take-away and use immediately in the classroom. You will leave 
equipped with knowledge of the latest evidence-informed teaching, learning and assessment practice as 
well as feedback from the most recent exams.

In addition, the course includes access to a range of resources and practical strategies that will enable you 
to meet the needs of your most able students and ultimately increase A and A* grade attainment.  The 
course will also place the students’ learning in the context of the next step with suggestions of how to 
engage the most able by opening the door on to further studying Biology at degree level.

Although aimed at teachers of AQA A-Level Biology, the course will benefit those following other major 
exam boards.

LOCATION/DATE
London 
Thursday 08 June 2023 
Friday 17 November 2023

COURSE LEADER
Dr Harjit Singh is an experienced 
teacher and senior examiner for 
A-Level Biology.  She has taught 
and examined A-Level Biology 
for over 25 years, IB Biology for 
8 years as well as BTEC Applied 
Science. She is a published author 
of the Key Skills and Knowledge 
Booster Biology and co-author 
of Key Skills and Knowledge 
Booster BTEC Science Applied 
and Vocational courses. She has 
presented many biology courses 
for teachers, student revision 
conferences and online web 
conferences. She is also involved 
in presenting international IB 
student revision courses.

WHO SHOULD 
ATTEND?
l Teachers of AQA A-Level 

Biology

l Heads of Biology departments

l Heads of Humanities 
departments

BENEFITS OF 
ATTENDING
l Increase awareness of what 

success looks like for the most 
able Biology students

l Gain the latest evidence-
informed practice that 
challenges A/A* students 

l Develop greater 
understanding of what 
examiners are looking for in 
Grade A/A* responses

l Challenge your students with 
problem solving, modelling 
and questioning to stretch 
pupils’ thinking processes

l Take away a range of 
innovative teaching ideas 
and resources to impact your 
pupils’ learning immediately

l Deepen your understanding of 
assessment criteria and mark 
schemes

l Bring back concrete strategies 
and ideas to share with other 
A-Level Biology teachers 

l Explore how to maximise 
success levels for your 
students in the examination 

l Learn how to develop 
resilience so that talented 
Biology students achieve their 
A/A* potential

CODE 9301
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This course, tailored to suit, can be delivered in your school. 
Discuss this further with our CPD team on 01625 532974 or online@keynote.org.uk

 IN SCHOOL INFO  
Cost: £269+VAT

PROGRAMME  TIME

Challenging our most able students    10.00 – 10.45am

l  Who are our most able students?
l Why do we have to challenge our most able students?
l How are A/A* Grades achieved?    

Discussion: coffee break  10.45 – 11.00am

Focus on assessment demands for A/A* students  11.00 – 12.00pm 
l Examine the assessment demands of all components including the use of assessment 

objectives as a framework for assessment
l Consider the most effective models for delivery of the course to ensure effective 

assessment
l Feedback and grading analysis from the most recent exam. What is required for A/A*?
l Analysis of mark schemes – which sections/questions differentiated candidates?
l Grades A & A*: what are the differences between these?
l Key attributes of Grade A/A* students in the classroom
l Avoiding potential hazards: what can cost a top student their A/A* grade?  

The key challenges for A/A* students in the Papers  12.00 – 1.00pm 
l Developing a deep understanding of core Biology concepts
l Supporting students to write top band essays
l Developing a personalised approach to note taking to support recall
l Applying Biologcal concepts to consistently write top band evaluation
l Activating prior knowledge to improve retention of key topic areas

Lunch and informal discussion  1.00 – 2.00pm

Stretching and Challenging the most able students   2.00 – 3.00pm

l Moving on from GCSE approaches – encouraging students to become sensitive readers
l Using wider reading to prepare for exams
l What makes a strong A-Level response? How can we build up to this?
l Working up to full essay questions, and using them to stretch students
l Planning with and designing support for students aiming for top grades
l Extra-curricular ideas that help get A and A* grades

Discussion: afternoon tea  3.00 – 3.10pm

Tactics for achieving the highest grades   3.10 – 3.40pm

l Develop an action plan for success for students aiming for top grades
l The shorter questions: what are the potential pitfalls?
l Focus on the extended questions and essays: what does a grade A/A* candidate need to 

do?
l Varying response practice to stretch the most able
l Revision ideas to help students produce high grade essays

AIMING FOR A/A* IN AQA A-LEVEL BIOLOGY

ABOUT THIS COURSE
This new course will demonstrate how to guide your best students to achieve Grades A & A* in 
future AQA A-level Biology examinations. The course will explore the characteristics of A/A* 
students identified in research and why and how we have to challenge our most able Biology 
students.

Focused extensively on evidence-based teaching, learning and assessment practice as well 
as feedback from the most recent exams, you will leave with a vast range of resources and 
practical strategies that will enable you to meet the needs of your most able students and 
ultimately increase A and A* grade attainment.

Finally, we will look beyond the course to focus on preparing these students to continue 
studying Biology at university.

LOCATION/DATE
London 
Friday 23 June 2023 
Thursday 30 November 2023

COURSE LEADER
Dr Harjit Singh is an experienced 
teacher and senior examiner for 
A-Level Biology.  She has taught 
and examined A-Level Biology 
for over 25 years, IB Biology for 
8 years as well as BTEC Applied 
Science. She is a published author 
of the Key Skills and Knowledge 
Booster Biology and co-author 
of Key Skills and Knowledge 
Booster BTEC Science Applied 
and Vocational courses. She has 
presented many biology courses 
for teachers, student revision 
conferences and online web 
conferences. She is also involved 
in presenting international IB 
student revision courses.

WHO SHOULD 
ATTEND?
l Teachers of AQA A-Level 

Biology

l Heads of Biology/Science

l Aspiring Heads of Biology/
Science

l Teachers with responsibility for 
A-Level Biology

BENEFITS OF 
ATTENDING
l Increase awareness of what 

teacher should aim to achieve 
with the most able Biologists

l Gain the latest evidence-
based practice that challenges 
A/A* students

l Develop greater 
understanding of what 
examiners are looking for in 
Grade A/A* responses

l Take away a range of 
innovative teaching ideas and 
electronic resources for your 
most able students

l Learn how to develop 
resilience so that talented 
Biology students achieve their 
A/A* potential

l Focused on identifying the 
demands of Grades A & A* and 
providing materials to help 
teachers prepare students 
effectively

l A detailed look at the different 
demands of questions

CODE 9302
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This course, tailored to suit, can be delivered in your school. 
Discuss this further with our CPD team on 01625 532974 or online@keynote.org.uk

 IN SCHOOL INFO  
Cost: £269+VAT

A
-L

E
V

E
L A-LEVEL BIOLOGY: INCREASED RESULTS FOR 

LOWER PERFORMING STUDENTS                       

ABOUT THIS COURSE
This course is aimed at teachers working with mixed ability and lower attaining students who are 
looking to maximise their potential in the upcoming A-Level Biology 2023 exams.

The course covers a range of effective teaching and assessment strategies, monitoring, early 
intervention and exam technique and approaches that improve confidence, effort and achievement. 
The course provides a comprehensive toolkit that adds value and will help learners excel in their 
Summer 2023 exam performance.

PROGRAMME  TIME

Effective techniques to embed subject knowledge and get students  10.00 – 11.35am
thinking synoptically  
l  Implementing classroom techniques to ensure that lower ability learners understand key 

concepts. 
l Develop effective techniques to help lower ability learners to retain knowledge, understand 

concepts and develop skills.
l Exploring Active Learning to develop skills and retain knowledge 
l Lesson strategies that address difficult concepts where students experience difficulties such as 

the kidney. 

Discussion: coffee break  11.35 – 11.50am

Monitoring & early intervention strategies that positively impact  11.50 – 12.30pm
on student performance  
l Techniques to quickly identify underperforming students and implement strategies to effectively 

support them.
l Using a range of monitoring tools to track performance, recognise underachievement and 

motivate learners.
l Explore early intervention strategies that engage learners and develop independent learning skills
l Implementing mastery tests to identify students who haven’t grasped the fundamental concepts
l Driving student progress through marking and feedback.  

Lunch and informal discussion  12.30 – 1.30pm

The Exams: Practical Strategies to raise attainment levels and enhance  1.30 – 2.15pm
exam performance  
l How to teach challenging topics to lower ability learners 
l Embed exam technique into your teaching to enhance the performance of lower ability students
l Explore assessment strategies to help learners identify where they need to improve and how to 

achieve this.
l How to effectively use feedback.  
l Methods to help students understand how the exam are marked and ways to help students use   

this knowledge
l How to tackle questions set in both a theoretical and practical context. 
l Improve your students ‘confidence in being able to analyse, interpret and evaluate biological 

information, data and ideas.    

Moving lower ability students towards mastery of practical skills  2.15 – 3.00pm
l Strategies to enable students to demonstrate these competencies consistently and routinely
l Developing and assessing the more challenging skills e.g. opportunities for students to select 

equipment and measurement strategies or to make adjustments when necessary.
l Researching, referencing and reporting – skill-building ideas to develop students’ competence in 

using secondary sources to support planning and conclusion

Discussion: afternoon tea 3.00 – 3.10pm

Exam Success: Preparing students for the Practical assessments  3.10 – 4.00pm
l Using the language of measurement – ideas and activities to embed the key terms
l Strategies to improve exam technique in practical-based questions
l Examples of questions testing different assessment objectives

LOCATION/DATE
London
Tuesday 20 June 2023 
Wednesday 29 November 2023

COURSE LEADER
Michael Brown was an 
examiner for 18 years and has 
worked in post 16 education 
for 23 years, initially as an 
A-level Biology Tutor before 
progressing to Head of 
Department and finally STEM 
and Quality Initiatives Manager.  

WHO SHOULD 
ATTEND?
l A-Level Biology teachers

l Heads of Biology

l Heads of Science

BENEFITS OF 
ATTENDING
l Utilise techniques to quickly 

identify underperformance 
and implement effective 
support strategies for 
success in the 2023 Exams 

l Increased understanding 
of how to motivate 
underachieving learners and 
improve exam performance.

l Take Away fresh approaches 
to teach challenging topics 
to lower ability learners 

l Techniques for tackling 
synoptic and data handling 
questions with confidence. 

l Develop effective teaching 
and learning techniques to 
help lower ability learners to 
retain knowledge and better 
understand concepts

l How to prepare your 
students for questions in 
Summer 2023 examining the 
required practicals

CODE 8679
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This course, tailored to suit, can be delivered in your school. 
Discuss this further with our CPD team on 01625 532974 or online@keynote.org.uk

 IN SCHOOL INFO  
Cost: £269+VAT

A
-L

E
V

E
L OUTSTANDING AQA A-LEVEL BIOLOGY TEACHING 

ABOUT THIS COURSE
This course, updated for Autumn 2022 is designed for all teachers who wish to ensure all students 
maximise their potential in A-Level Biology. By providing a range of proven, effective advanced teaching 
techniques, reinvigorated approaches, the course aims to help teachers created outstanding teaching, 
learning and achievement success to raise the overall attainment of their classes.

Emphasis will be placed on the content students often struggle with and strategies to teach this more 
successfully, how to wrestle with the challenges of the synoptic nature of the courses and skills students 
need for successful exam performance.

At the heart of Harjit’s course is the need for rigorous understanding of the topics covered in order to 
flexibly apply this knowledge to unfamiliar examination scenarios, and how this can be improved for 
students from different starting points.

This intensive course will demonstrate how to guide your students to achieve their maximise possible 
grades in future AQA A-Level Biology examinations. Although the course is designed for teachers of AQA 
A-Level Biology it would be of benefit to teachers of other exam boards.

PROGRAMME  TIME

Planning for Success: Exploring the core concepts to build an integrated  10.00 – 11.00am

approach   
l  Identifying and highlighting the core concepts to build an integrated approach to teaching biology. 

What are the ‘first principles’ in biology that give students a solid foundation for A-Level study? 
l Sequencing topic content to embed opportunities for retrieval practice.
l Using core concepts to teach the most challenging areas of the course: the electron transport chain, 

immunity and action potentials. 
l Interleaving taught content to promote student understanding of the inter-related nature of biological 

study supporting the teaching of more challenging content (e.g. interleaving photosynthesis and 
productivity, membranes and transport and action potentials)

Discussion: coffee break  11.00 – 11.15am

Strategies and Scaffolding to support students’ application of knowledge to  11.15 – 12.15pm

Unfamiliar Contexts    
l Anticipating misconceptions and strategies to avoid them in meiosis 
l Scaffolds to support students in developing fluency with biological terminology.
l Example frameworks that encourage students to develop rich and full responses on selection
l Questions, question types – breaking down the questions, applying appropriate responses.
l Tackling Hardy-Weinberg equations with modelling approaches.
l Interpreting stats tests correctly and building the three-part conclusion.  

Raising Performance in Exams   12.15 – 1.00pm 
l Building vocabulary and developing high end skills – spotting the key command words
l How to apply the appropriate knowledge to questions covering ‘unfamiliar contexts.’
l Integrating practical skills and theoretical content to help students write about their practical work 

confidently
l How to support students to write coherently using biological terminology correctly. 
l Evaluating conclusions made by other scientists – why students don’t seem to get it.
l Making links – example responses to the synoptic essay and what examiners are looking for.

Lunch and informal discussion  1.00 – 2.00pm

Outstanding A-Level Biology teaching for A/A* results  2.00 – 2.45pm

l Fresh ideas, approaches and methods that challenge A/A* students and support their further 
development 

l Teaching to the top: strategies for stretching/A* students and challenging complacent high-achievers. 
l Supporting non-mathematicians in Biology with multi-part maths problems
l Encouraging self-monitoring and evaluation – when and how to intervene in year 12 and 13
l Develop greater understanding of the precision and detail that examiners are looking for in A/A* 

students 
l Embedding Olympiad questions and stretching the most-able students
l Where to go ‘over and above’ to maximise outcomes
l Find out more about the barriers to progress and ways to support highly able students to overcome 

them 

Enrichment Programmes to Raise the Profile of A-Level Biology  2.45 – 3.30pm

l Enrichment programmes to raise the profile of A-Level Biology.
l Where can Biology take me? Ideas to boost progression in the biological sciences.
l Beyond fieldwork: trips that bring the course to life.
l What next? Preparation for university and tackling Oxbridge admissions. 

Evaluation and Close  3.30 – 3.40pm

LOCATION/DATE
London
Thursday 15 June 2023 
Thursday 23 November 2023

COURSE LEADER
Dr Harjit K Singh is an 
experienced teacher and senior 
examiner for A-Level Biology.  
She has taught and examined 
A-Level Biology for over 25 years, 
IB Biology for 8 years as well as 
BTEC Applied Science. She is a 
published author of the Key Skills 
and Knowledge Booster Biology 
and co-author of Key Skills and 
Knowledge Booster BTEC Science 
Applied and Vocational courses.  

WHO SHOULD 
ATTEND?
l Heads of Science

l Heads of Biology

l Teachers of AQA A-level 
Biology

l ECTs in A-Level Biology would 
also benefit from this course

BENEFITS OF 
ATTENDING
l Explore the key concepts 

in biology that underpin 
topic content to develop 
an integrated approach to 
biological study

l Develop the use of retrieval 
practice to promote student 
recall, supporting the teaching 
of the most challenging  
A-Level topics

l Strategies and scaffolding to 
support student’s application 
of knowledge to novel 
contexts

l New approaches for Biological 
writing, how to support 
students to write coherently 
using biological terminology 
correctly.

l Take away fresh ideas, 
approaches and methods 
that challenge A/A* students 
and support their further 
development

l Develop greater 
understanding of the precision 
and detail that examiners are 
looking for in A/A* students

l Find out more about the 
barriers to progress  and ways 
to support highly able students 
to overcome them 

CODE 8681
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This course, tailored to suit, can be delivered in your school. 
Discuss this further with our CPD team on 01625 532974 or online@keynote.org.uk

 IN SCHOOL INFO  
Cost: £269+VAT

AQA A-LEVEL BIOLOGY: A COMPLETE 
GUIDE FOR NEW TEACHERS

ABOUT THIS COURSE
This course, updated for Autumn 2022, offers an introduction and overview to teaching the AQA 
A-level Biology programme of study for anyone in their first 3 years of teaching the course, or for 
anyone lacking confidence in delivering the course effectively. While assessment materials will 
be drawn from the AQA course, many of the ideas will be applicable to other specifications.

PROGRAMME  TIME

Overview of the AQA A-level Biology course including challenges  10.00 – 10.30am
and what to expect from pupils 
l  Key messages from the Summer 2022 Exams and preparing for 2023
l Recognising which areas will be most challenging for you and how to address these issues
l How to develop a teaching plan that reflects the assessment objective weightings and the 

areas which require more intense teaching
l Identifying your support network and making the most of it – particularly in a small 

department
l Ensuring topic areas which create the foundation for success – incorporating them into 

every lesson 

Expectations at A-Level 10.30 – 11.20am
l The transition between GCSE and A-Level 
l What do successful A-Level students do? 
l What do Grade A/A* response look like?
l What do Grade D responses look like?
l Synoptic skills and how to use these in your teaching

Discussion: coffee break  11.20 – 11.40am

Approaches to Effectively Teaching the Maths and Practical Skills  11.40 – 12.40pm
l Effective methods and approaches for integrating maths and practical skills into teaching 

of the course
l How to integrate practical skills and theoretical content to help students write about their 

practical work confidently
l Practical strategies and approaches in the key challenges in teaching maths and practical 

skills 

Lunch and informal discussion  12.40 – 1.40pm

Key Ideas for teaching the content knowledge from Paper 1 1.40 – 2.40pm
l Pitfalls and easy wins when teaching Biological Molecules, Cells, Organisms, exchange 

substances and their environment
l Teaching for success; how to support students to remember key concepts and begin to 

apply them – interleaving and retrieval strategies
l Teaching across the ability range; how to ensure top students are challenged, while not 

leaving lower ability students behind.
l Lessons from the exam boards and how to implement them in the classroom.

Planning and structuring  2.40 – 3.15pm
l Curriculum issues – Intent, Implementation and assessing Impact
l Milestones for success, what should students have mastered by the end of year 12
l Assessment time tables, when, what and how and how to balance this with whole school 

assessment schedules
l Time management – how to plan so that you can mark efficiently and effectively; use of 

peer assessment

The exams – what is expected  3.15 – 3.45pm
l Overview of all three papers by AQA, what are they looking for?
l Teaching towards the ’endgame’, what language to use, ensure you are marking ‘like the 

examiner’ and secure grading
l Focus on essay structure in exams, how to pick up easy marks, and what top grade 

responses look like

LOCATION/DATE
London 
Thursday 22 June 2023 
Thursday 19 October 2023                

COURSE LEADER
Dr Harjit K Singh is an 
experienced teacher and 
senior examiner for A-Level 
Biology.  She has taught and 
examined A-Level Biology 
for over 25 years, IB Biology 
for 8 years as well as BTEC 
Applied Science. She is a 
published author of the Key 
Skills and Knowledge Booster 
Biology and co-author of Key 
Skills and Knowledge Booster 
BTEC Science Applied and 
Vocational courses.  

WHO SHOULD 
ATTEND?
l Those teaching A-Level 

Biology for the first time

l Teachers lacking in 
confidence in the 
qualification

l Heads of Biology

l Heads of Science

l ECTs in Biology

BENEFITS OF 
ATTENDING
l Provide teachers of 

A-Level Biology with the 
material and confidence 
to teach effectively to all 
ability ranges

l Obtain quality 
understanding of the key 
challenge areas and how to 
teach them

l Explore how the maths 
and practical skills can be 
embedded throughout the 
course

l Gain insight into the 
content, the exam 
structure and the how 
exams are marked.

l Leave with a set of 
resources and scheme 
of work for the full 2 year 
course

l Understanding of how to 
differentiate using scaffold 
and stretch strategies for 
essay writing

CODE 8680
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This course, tailored to suit, can be delivered in your school. 
Discuss this further with our CPD team on 01625 532974 or online@keynote.org.uk

 IN SCHOOL INFO  
Cost: £269+VAT

PROGRAMME  TIME

The assessment demands for top grade outcomes in GCSE Biology   11.00 – 10.45am
l  What are the barriers to attaining high grades from the most recent exam?
l What is required to achieve a top band mark and how do we get there
l The importance of planning – how can this be completed in the exam environment?    

Discussion: coffee break  10.45 – 11.00am

Fresh and Innovative strategies for teaching GCSE Biology     11.00 – 11.30am
l The benefits of a flipped learning methodology for Biology
l Maximising deliberate practice and high order thinking time in lessons  

Motivating and engaging low ability students  11.30 – 12.15pm
l Understand the difference between low effort/low performance and high effort/low 

performance
l Engage low effort/low performance students by actively stimulating cooperative learning 

strategies
l Help high effort/low performance students improve performance by modelling the use of 

high impact study strategies which prioritise ‘thinking hard’
l Provide unique memorisation strategies to help low ability students retain information

Strategies to promote retrieval, spacing and interleaving  12.15 – 1.00pm
l Memory platforms – lesson starters that maximise retrieval and interleaving
l Memory platform examples
l Potential links between knowledge and skill acquisition
l Planning for interleaving, spacing and retrieval to stretch and challenge
l Spaced practice 

Lunch and informal discussion  1.00 – 2.00pm

Stretching and challenging your more able students  2.00 – 2.45pm
l Encourage students to create effective study materials
l Strategies to promote ‘high order thinking skills’ not ‘more of the same’
l Analysing Grade 8/9 responses to increase opportunities for high grades

Discussion: afternoon tea  2.45 – 2.50pm

Unpicking the exam questions and developing top level evaluation  2.50 – 3.20pm
skills  
l Examples of model answers for discussion
l How to support students in developing AO application skills
l Examining the balance of assessment objectives
l Using the language of the exam/grade descriptors

Exam revision and technique  3.20 – 3.50pm
l Separating common content and skills mistakes
l Applying simple but highly effective exam technique strategies to ensure high 

performance
l Teaching and Learning strategies to improve AO skills
l Memory, practice and myelin – the foundation of high achievement
l Look into the science underpinning deliberate practice revision techniques such as dual 

coding and interleaving

G
C

SE BRILLIANT GCSE BIOLOGY TEACHING

ABOUT THIS COURSE
This revised course is intended for all teachers who wish to ensure the high achievement of 
students in GCSE Biology. The course focuses on excellent teaching approaches, methods, 
resources, and techniques to help teachers raise attainments in students of all abilities by 
improving student confidence, knowledge and a stronger understanding of what examiners 
are looking for.

The course is generic, suitable for teachers of all examination boards.

LOCATION/DATE
London 
Friday 30 June 2023 
Wednesday 08 November 2023 

COURSE LEADER
Prishilla Narindar is currently 
Deputy head of Faculty and 
Science lead at Henry Cort 
College. With over 10 years’ 
experience in KS3 and KS4 
science curriculum delivery 
in mainstream education 
and private tuition, she has 
led the local Science GCSE 
collaboration development 
group that partners with 8 
schools and colleges. She 
has also successfully led 
active learning, cognitive load 
association and assessment 
workshops whilst coaching 
PGCE and ITT students for local 
partnerships.  

WHO SHOULD 
ATTEND?
l Heads of Biology

l Teachers of GCSE Biology

l PGCE mentors for Biology 

BENEFITS OF 
ATTENDING
l Develop a range of 

approaches to tackling the 
key areas of GCSE Biology

l Understand how to set an 
engaging and motivating 
classroom

l Understand effective 
differentiation to challenge 
and extend all students 
specific to their potential

l Take away techniques, 
feedback and marking 
strategies to raise 
attainment

l Increase awareness of 
exam readiness that can be 
infiltrated into all lessons to 
maximise exam technique

CODE 9303
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This course, tailored to suit, can be delivered in your school. 
Discuss this further with our CPD team on 01625 532974 or online@keynote.org.uk

 IN SCHOOL INFO  
Cost: £269+VAT

PROGRAMME  TIME

Focus on assessment demands for Grades 7-9, including feedback   10.00 – 11.00am
l  Examine the assessment demands of all components including the use of assessment 

objectives as a framework for assessment
l Consider the most effective models for delivery of the course to ensure effective assessment 

practice across 2 years and in both components
l Review characteristics of Grade 7-9 GCSE Biology students in the GCSE
l Lessons learnt from the 2022 examination series – what students need to do to ensure that 

they achieve the highest grades in 2023    

Discussion: coffee break  11.00 – 11.15am

Achieving top grades in Paper 1     11.15 – 12.30pm
l Review example Paper 1 responses at Grades 7-9: what top level students do
l Exploring the content of this paper that will particularly fire the imagination of very able 

students
l Differentiated teaching approaches for Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and response; 

and Bioenergetics which stretch and challenge the very able students
l Characteristics of the most successful candidates in this component
l Approaches to the open response questions – ways to develop the skills required
l What examiners are looking for in questions on Paper 1
l Examples of outstanding answers
l What moves a student on from a grade 7 – to grades 8 and 9 on the exam 

Lunch and informal discussion  12.30 – 1.30pm

Aiming for grades 7-9 in Paper 2  1.30 – 2.30pm
l Teaching to the key characteristics demonstrated by able students which examiners look for
l Identifying and understanding question types on Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, 

variation and evolution; and Ecology
l Examining strong exemplar responses to the focussed extract questions for this section
l What examiners are looking for in questions on Paper 2
l What moves a student from Grade 7 to Grades 8 and 9 on the exam
l How to support students in developing a top grade response 

Discussion: afternoon tea  2.30 – 2.40pm

Exams: Tactics for achieving the highest grades  2.40 – 3.15pm
l What are the most common errors made by higher ability pupils?
l Revision ideas to help pupils achieve the highest grades.
l How to maximise the available time in the examination
l Reviewing, marking and feeding back on specimen scripts
l Giving good quality, specific feedback to students

Beyond the classroom: ideas for the most able GCSE Biologist  3.15 – 3.30pm
l Different ideas to keep the pupils interested
l Stretch and challenge without intimidation
l Beyond the classroom and the curriculum: educational visits and trips
l Looking ahead to Biology A-Level

G
C

SE AQA GCSE BIOLOGY: HOW TO HELP STUDENTS TO 
GET GRADES 7-9

ABOUT THIS COURSE
This course, designed for all teachers of GCSE Biology is focused on meeting the demands of 
the higher-level marking bands. It will focus on exploring the characteristics of work produced 
by students working at the highest levels and examine a range of teaching materials designed 
to secure the best possible outcomes.

The course will cover what is expected of high ability students and outline ways in order to 
successfully build on your own teaching practice and embed new methods of working.

Using examples of pupils’ work and model answers throughout, the course will look at the 
common features of top-level work. The course will also demonstrate teaching approaches for 
the toughest topics, leading up to preparing pupils for the examinations.

LOCATION/DATE
London 
Monday 26 June 2023 
Tuesday 28 November 2023 

COURSE LEADER
Prishilla Narindar is currently 
Deputy head of Faculty and 
Science lead at Henry Cort 
College. With over 10 years’ 
experience in KS3 and KS4 
science curriculum delivery 
in mainstream education 
and private tuition, she has 
led the local Science GCSE 
collaboration development 
group that partners with 8 
schools and colleges. She 
has also successfully led 
active learning, cognitive load 
association and assessment 
workshops whilst coaching 
PGCE and ITT students for local 
partnerships.  

WHO SHOULD 
ATTEND?
l Heads of Science/Biology

l Teachers of AQA GCSE 
Biology

l Teachers aiming to boost 
the higher achievers 

BENEFITS OF 
ATTENDING
l Develop an understanding 

of the level descriptors and 
how pupils should apply 
them

l Discuss sample answers at 
grade 7 – 9 to identify key 
characteristics, and the 
approach of the examiner

l Increase awareness of why 
top students underachieve

l Provide and discuss 
different ways of teaching a 
content-heavy course

l Develop an understanding 
of the potential hazards 
students face when 
studying GCSE Biology

CODE 9304
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This course, tailored to suit, can be delivered in your school. 
Discuss this further with our CPD team on 01625 532974 or online@keynote.org.uk

 IN SCHOOL INFO  
Cost: £269+VAT

BIOGRAPHIES

Alessio Bernardelli
Alessio has over 18 years of teaching experience and has 
worked as Head of KS3 Science and Head of Physics. He also 
worked as Field Development Officer for NGfL Cymru, as 
Science Subject Lead at TSL Education (TES) and as National 
Support Programme Partner in Wales with CfBT. Alessio won 
a number of national and international education awards 
for the innovative and creative way he integrates emerging 
technologies in STEM education. One of these awards is the 
Microsoft Worldwide Innovative Education Forum, 2007. 

Alessio is an accredited Microsoft Peer Coaching Facilitator, 
one of few Partners In Learning Top Tiered Teachers 
worldwide, a TASC Framework Specialist, an Official 
iMindMap Leader and an Institute of Physics Coach member 
of their Professional Practice Group. He has recently 
completed an MSc in Teacher Education at the University of 
Oxford, he is a Chartered Science Teacher (CSciTeach) and 
a Chartered Physicist (CPhys), as well as a Senior Facilitator 
with STEM Learning.

Alessio worked as Examiner for a number of years with 
WJEC and Cambridge International Education. He is also a 
published author, with his GCSE Physics revision guide for 
Scholastic and his A-level exam practice book for Hodder 
Education. 

Alessio is the founder of CollaboratED and a PGCE physics 
Tutor at Cardiff Metropolitan University. 

Michael Brown 
Michael was an examiner for 18 years and has worked in 
post 16 education for 23 years, initially as an A-level Biology 
Tutor before progressing to Head of Department and finally 
STEM and Quality Initiatives Manager. He has had a positive 
effect on student’s aspirations and achievement; his Learner 
Voice results are always very positive and examination 
results have been consistently above benchmark for all 
KPI’s with excellent value added. As a Head of Department 
he completed an ‘Exceeding Expectations’ management 
training course and is a strong and effective leader. His 
Science provision was chosen as part of OFSTED’s Good 
practice survey: Improving Sciences in Colleges. Michael was 
then seconded to another campus to improve science results 
and turned around the department within 12 months. During 
this time his college also reached the finals of the National 
STEMNET Awards for three consecutive years.

Howard Dodd  
Howard has worked for many years as a teacher, subject 
leader, university lecturer, A-level Physics Principal Examiner, 
ITT  trainer, QTS assessor and as a consultant to schools 
and colleges on leadership, management, assessment and 
pedagogy. He has successfully presented in-service training 
courses for teachers for over 30 years.

Dee Martin   
Dee Martin is Head of Chemistry & STEM at Prince Henry’s 
High School in Evesham, an Academy with a non-selective 
intake. She is an experienced AQA A level Chemistry 
examiner and currently delivers revision courses to many 
schools across the country guiding teachers in preparing for 
exams and helping to raise student grades.

Prish Narindar 
Prish is currently Deputy head of Faculty and Science lead 
at a school in Hampshire.  With over 10 years’ experience 
in KS3 and KS4 science curriculum delivery in mainstream 
education and private tuition, she has led the local Science 
GCSE collaboration development group that partners 
with 8 schools and colleges. Prish has also successfully led 
active learning, cognitive load association and assessment 
workshops whilst coaching PGCE and ITT students for local 
partnerships. She has also successfully piloted the able 
students programme in collaboration with local secondary 
schools, and has worked with Hampshire HIAS group to 
develop and strengthen science curriculum delivery.

Dr Harjit K Singh 
Dr Singh is an experienced teacher and senior examiner 
for A-Level Biology.  She has taught and examined A-Level 
Biology for over 25 years, IB Biology for 8 years as well as 
BTEC Applied Science. She is a published author of the Key 
Skills and Knowledge Booster Biology and co-author of Key 
Skills and Knowledge Booster BTEC Science Applied and 
Vocational courses. She has presented many biology courses 
for teachers, student revision conferences and online web 
conferences. She is also involved in presenting international 
IB student revision courses.
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BESPOKE STUDENT IN-SCHOOL SESSIONS 2023 

Bespoke conferences tailored to address the priorities of your students

Bring expert current examiner practitioners into your school

Top quality, valuable practical advice and guidance for your students

Key challenge areas, key focus points analysed and worked through

Online or face-to-face sessions

Interactive, engaging, motivational

Bespoke, tailored sessions

Excellent for the run up to Mock Exams

For further details and to discuss 
call us on 01625 532974 or visit us online at www.keynoteeducational.co.uk

IN-SCHOOL STUDENT STUDY SKILLS & REVISION SESSIONS - GCSE & A-LEVEL 

Ensure your students reach their target grades with our fully tailored, examiner led, in school sessions. 

The focus is to maximise all student grades and boost performance.

All conferences are fully updated to provide essential vital insights.

All sessions can be tailored for your students.

All sessions are completely organised by Keynote.

To book an in-school study skills or revision session 
call us on 01625 532974 or visit us online at www.keynoteeducational.co.uk

STUDY SKILLS SESSIONS

l Improving student learning techniques
l Top tips for memory retrieval and recall
l The impact of stress on learning
l Promoting good study habits 
l Relieving the pressure on the exam 
l Exam Tactics and Techniques

EXAM REVISION SESSIONS

l Full revision grade booster sessions
l	 Effective	revision	techniques	and	tactics	
l	 Scaffolding	for	lower	band	students	
l Focus on challenging areas
l Question types and strategies to avoid exam pitfalls 

mailto:online%40keynote.org.uk?subject=Student%20Conference%20Enquiry
http://keynote.org.uk

