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LEADERSHIP

NEW: LEADING AN OUTSTANDING GEOGRAPHY
DEPARTMENT

LOCATION/DATE
London
Tuesday 28 March 2023
Thursday 29 June 2023

CODE 9363

ABOUT THIS COURSE

COURSE LEADER

These are exciting and challenging times to lead in Geography.
This brand-new course for Spring 2023 will consider what excellence in a Geography department looks
like, and the role of the Head of Geography in helping to achieve and maintain such excellence. It will
examine strategies for successful recruitment of students, for optimising teaching and learning, for
managing teachers experienced and inexperienced, and for establishing and maintaining a position for
Geography within a school.

To be confirmed

It will conclude with an overview of what the working year of a Head of Geography involves, and of the
opportunities and challenges the job presents at various stages in its life cycle. It will offer constructive,
pragmatic advice derived from experience, and will aim to incorporate lively discussion and question-andanswer sessions. Delegates will leave equipped with effective practical strategies and ideas.

l

Heads of Geography
Departments

l

Aspiring Heads of Geography
Departments

l

Heads of Humanities

l

Senior Leaders responsible for
Geography

This course is designed for current Heads of Geography and for anyone interested in holding such a
position or in contributing to the management of a Geography department.

PROGRAMME

TIME

What is a successful Geography department?
l
l
l
l

l
l
l
l
l
l
l

10.00 – 10.30am

The position of Geography within a school: variables, challenges and opportunities
The quality of teaching and learning
Managing staff towards happiness and fulfilment
Expectations and outcomes: senior leadership, the intellectual environment, public exams and
progression to higher education

Student recruitment

11.30 – 11.45am

Leading outstanding Teaching and Learning in Geography

11.45 – 12.30pm

l
l
l
l
l
l

Implementing effective strategies to ensure a consistent and effective experience for all learners
How a Head of Geography can model outstanding teaching and learning
Developing curricula and schemes of work
Making effective use of assessment and assessment data
Understanding when to be restrictive and when to allow creative autonomy
Using a range of monitoring tools to track performance, recognise underachievement and motivate
learners in order that they meet the needs of the new curriculum
Selecting appropriate pathways for learners: recognising exceptional circumstances and balancing
the needs of the student and school/college

Lunch and informal discussion

12.30 – 1.30pm

Staff Development: How to support and develop your staff
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l

1.30 – 2.40pm

Strategies for managing your staff, from experienced to inexperienced and new teachers
Making observation and appraisal processes as effective as possible
Involving others in decision-making, planning and delivery
Making the most of departmental meetings
How to introduce change: reducing resistance and addressing concerns
Developing curriculum expertise in your department
Matching your curriculum and your staff and to your team
Strategies for maintaining the highest quality of teaching and student performances over time
Making the right appointments and coaching for successful performance
Professional development: what type, how and who?
Implementing and managing departmental systems and paperwork

Discussion: afternoon tea

2.40 – 2.45pm

How it works: the Head of Geography

2.45 – 3.40pm

l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l

BENEFITS OF
ATTENDING
l

Consider what makes a
Geography department
excellent, and the role of
the Head of Geography in
achieving excellence

l

Look at a range of strategies
for improving and maintaining
recruitment of students

l

Look at ways in which a Head
of Geography can develop and
improve teaching and learning
within the department

l

Enhance your ability to lead,
support and nurture teachers
in your department

l

Examine the yearly workload
of a Head of Geography and
the life cycle of the job

l

Reflect on strategies for
dealing with the challenges
and making the most of the
opportunities presented by a
Head of Geography position

10.30 – 11.30am

Key Stage 3: curricula to attract and retain students
Engaging interest in work at GCSE
Stretch and challenge without intimidation
Developing the department as a physical space
Beyond the classroom and the curriculum: educational visits and trips
Promotion and advertisement using traditional and new media
Geography in a digital world

Discussion: coffee break

l

WHO SHOULD
ATTEND?

Managing your time and workload: variables and the work-life balance
The pros and cons of delegation
Planning ahead and finding time to do so
Preparing for Inspections
Department evaluation – driving up improvements to enhance performance
Maintaining freshness and enthusiasm: professional and intellectual development
Peaks, troughs and the long run: responding to success and failure
Working with the SLT; the confidence to champion and compromise

IN SCHOOL INFO

This course, tailored to suit, can be delivered in your school.
Discuss this further with our CPD team on 01625 532974 or online@keynote.org.uk

£269+VAT
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A-LEVEL

NEW: A-LEVEL GEOGRAPHY: HIGH IMPACT
STRATEGIES TO ACCESS TOP MARKS

LOCATION/DATE
London
Wednesday 08 March 2023
Tuesday 20 June 2023

CODE 9364

ABOUT THIS COURSE
This new in-depth course will explore high impact strategies that raise attainment and support students
to access top marks in their A-Level Geography examinations. The course leader will share ideas and
accompanying materials that you can take-away and use immediately in the classroom. You will leave
equipped with knowledge of the latest evidence-informed teaching, learning and assessment practice as
well as feedback from the most recent exams.
In addition, the course includes access to a range of resources and practical strategies that will enable you
to meet the needs of your most able students and ultimately increase A and A* grade attainment. The
course will also place the students’ learning in the context of the next step with suggestions of how to
engage the most able by opening the door on to further studying Geography at degree level.

PROGRAMME

TIME

Key A/A* Skills: Mastery and Metacognition
l
l
l

l

l

l

l
l

l
l

2.15 – 2.45pm

What does an A* AO2/3 response look like?
Strategies to improve application skills for essays
What does evaluation in an A/A* essay look like?

Discussion: afternoon tea

2.45 – 3.00pm

Key Curriculum Insights for A/A*: Less is More strategies

3.00 – 3.45pm

l
l

l

l

Avoiding misconceptions by re-routing student expression
Use of ‘Threshold concepts’ and ‘Hinge questions’ – a way to challenge top end students and mid/
lower end ability simultaneously
Teaching research methods in context for depth of understanding – preparation for ongoing research
at university and into their career
How to deal with the large content in A-Level Geography – selectivity and re-cycling top tips for
overlap key-studies that high end students can re-signpost across topics

IN SCHOOL INFO
4

1.30 – 2.15pm

How to support students with high expectations from falling backwards under the pressure – new
research on perfectionism and healthy striving
Strategies to support mental health and motivation
Strategies to build grit and resilience
How to use practical mindfulness training to promote awareness and wellbeing, whilst teaching key
concepts at the same time: practical session

Key A/A* Characteristics: Resilience and Wellbeing
l

l

Heads of Geography
departments

l

Heads of Humanities
departments

BENEFITS OF
ATTENDING
l

Increase awareness of what
success looks like for the most
able Geography students

l

Gain the latest evidenceinformed practice that
challenges A/A* students

l

Develop greater
understanding of what
examiners are looking for in
Grade A/A* responses

l

Challenge your students with
problem solving, modelling
and questioning to stretch
pupils’ thinking processes

l

Take away a range of
innovative teaching ideas
and resources to impact your
pupils’ learning immediately

l

Deepen your understanding of
assessment criteria and mark
schemes

l

Bring back concrete strategies
and ideas to share with other
A-Level Geography teachers

l

Explore how to maximise
success levels for your
students in the examination

l

Learn how to develop
resilience so that talented
Geography students achieve
their A/A* potential

12.30 – 1.30pm

Key A/A* Characteristics: Resilience and Wellbeing

l

Teachers of A-Level
Geography

11.30 – 12.30pm

Scaffolding as a key element of high-quality instruction, even the most able need to have clear
structures.
Providing higher order skills practice and model responses for students. Showing A/A* students what
top mark exam responses look like, how to develop their own answers.
Addressing key impact factors – ‘Teacher Credibility’ and ‘Student Expectations’ – research evidence
suggests these are vital - top tips on how to address these.

Lunch and informal discussion

l

l

11.15 – 11.30am

Key A/A* Teacher Skills: Feedback and Feedforward
l

WHO SHOULD
ATTEND?

10.00 – 11.15am

Strategies to construct outstanding exam responses, looking at example A/A* exam responses
How to tackle the tough exam questions and gain top marks
Creating room for success: Training students to ‘Mentally Step Back’ and to develop ‘Head Space’ for
clearer thinking under pressure
Strategies to boost efficiency. Some of the most able students often ‘overwrite’, these strategies will
help them ‘zone in’ to maximise top marks, with minimum effort

Discussion: coffee break

COURSE LEADER
To be confirmed

This course, tailored to suit, can be delivered in your school.
Discuss this further with our CPD team on 01625 532974 or online@keynote.org.uk

£269+VAT

A-LEVEL

NEW: TEACHING AQA A-LEVEL GEOGRAPHY FOR
THE FIRST TIME
CODE 9365

ABOUT THIS COURSE

COURSE LEADER

This is course is designed for new teachers and teachers in their first years of teaching AQA A-Level
Geography and focuses on how to facilitate excellent outcomes for all students across the three
components of the course.

To be confirmed

The course focuses on pedagogy and practice and provides specific guidance and support for both the
written exams and fieldwork components. There is an emphasis on how to structure the course and offers a
raft of tips and strategies for supporting students in their bid to access the top band marks.
Although aimed at teachers of AQA A-Level Geography this course would benefit teachers of other exam
boards.

PROGRAMME

l
l
l
l
l
l

10.00 – 10.40am

Ensuring teachers and students hit the ground running in September
Key challenges and opportunities – areas to focus your teaching around
Mapping out and structuring the course over 2 years to engage all students
Understanding the assessment objectives to improve your teaching and planning
An overview of all the components – what you need to know when starting
Recognising which areas will be most challenging for you and how to address these issues
Developing an understanding of what an A/A* student’s performance looks like, and how to get there

Discussion: coffee break

10.40 – 11.00am

Physical Geography: How to Teach Component 1 Effectively

11.00 – 12.00pm

l
l

l
l

l

Analysis of the different structures and ways of teaching Section A: Water and Carbon Cycles
Pitfalls and easy wins when teaching Section B: Hot desert systems and landscapes, Coastal systems
and landscapes and Glacial systems and landscapes
Introduction to teaching Section C: Hazards or Ecosystems under stress
Teaching for success, how to support students to remember key concepts and begin to apply them –
interleaving and retrieval strategies
Teaching across the ability range; Scaffolding up to ensure top students are challenged, while not
leaving lower ability students behind.

Aiming for Success in Component 2 – Human Geography
l
l

l
l
l

l

12.00 – 1.00pm

1.00 – 2.00pm

Component 3: How to meet the Challenges of the Geography Fieldwork
Investigation

2.00 – 2.50pm

l
l

l
l
l

2.50 – 3.00pm

Achieving Unbelievable Results

3.00 – 3.30pm

l
l
l
l

Teachers new to A-Level
Geography

l

Teachers just entering their
second/third years of teaching
A-Level Geography

l

Teachers lacking in confidence
in the qualification and
wanting to refresh their
practice may also benefit

BENEFITS OF
ATTENDING
l

Take away strategies to
support the development of
students’ written and practical
skills

l

Develop an awareness
of effective planning and
structuring of the course

l

Learn how to manage design
and performance candidates
simultaneously

l

Develop strategies to promote
effective learning and the
collaborative practices which
underpin components 1 and 2

Approaches and methods for teaching this component keeping to the strict exam parameters
How to develop students’ referencing skills
How to structure teaching to ensure that all students have an understanding of the demands of the
investigation
How to ensure the authenticity and independence of students work
Understanding the expectations of the exam board in terms of top mark responses
What does a Level 4 investigation look like?

Discussion: afternoon tea

l

l

Planning for successful teaching for Component 2
Planning for a mixed ability group, teaching methodologies, flipped learning and using retrieval
practise to boost student performance.
Pitfalls and easy wins when teaching, with focus on Section A: Global systems and global governance
Developing teaching strategies for Section B: Changing places
Effective techniques to teach Section C: Contemporary urban environments, Population and the
environment and Resource security
Building in opportunities for students to practice exam technique in a low stake’s manner

Lunch and informal discussion

l

WHO SHOULD
ATTEND?

TIME

Overview of the AQA A-Level Geography course, including challenges and
what to expect from pupils
l

LOCATION/DATE
London
Tuesday 14 March 2023
Friday 30 June 2023

What does it take to go from a C/D to an A/A*?
How can you plan to overcome barriers?
How can you prepare for the written exams to secure the highest marks
How to gain top marks in the longer essay questions
Revision strategies, tactics and exam techniques

IN SCHOOL INFO

This course, tailored to suit, can be delivered in your school.
Discuss this further with our CPD team on 01625 532974 or online@keynote.org.uk

£269+VAT
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A-LEVEL

NEW: AIMING FOR A/A* IN AQA A-LEVEL
GEOGRAPHY

LOCATION/DATE
London
Thursday 30 March 2023

CODE 9366

ABOUT THIS COURSE

COURSE LEADER

This A/A* course, new for Spring 2023 is aimed specifically on how to ensure your students achieve the
highest marks in AQA A-Level Geography. It will focus on exploring the characteristics of work produced
by students at the highest levels and delve into a range of teaching materials and strategies designed to
ensure that students achieve the top grades of A and A*.

To be confirmed

PROGRAMME

l

l
l

10.40 – 11.00am

Maximising exam performance: review where top marks are lost and how to
avoid them

l
l
l
l
l

l
l
l

Grade descriptors, activities, practical teaching strategies
Model answers for Paper 1 Physical geography and Paper 2 Human geography
Candidate style answers and commentaries – what examiners look for
Peer marking and its role in improving skills – teaching students how an examiner recognises a top
band answer
12.20 – 1.20pm

Effective Feedback for A/A* Students – Comments, not Marks

1.20 – 2.00pm

l
l
l
l
l

Feedback strategies to stretch able students to maximise their potential – asking questions as
feedback, no mark just feedback, amending answers using mark schemes
Feedback suggestions…
Exploring ways to use feedback to support able students in improving their marks
What an examiner looks for in a top band essay using exemplars
Going beyond a template, getting students to understand what a top-grade essay looks like.
Effective feedback strategies, to encourage better evaluation and conclusion writing skills.

Component 3: How to meet the Challenges of the Geography Fieldwork
Investigation
l
l
l
l
l
l
l

Preparing for Exam Success

2.55 – 3.30pm

l
l

Heads of Geography

BENEFITS OF
ATTENDING
l

Take away teaching ideas and
approaches that challenge and
develop A and A* students

l

Explore exemplar materials
to identify characteristics of
outstanding work

l

Explore thinking deeply,
synoptic links and AO3
Analysis

l

Take away strategies and
approaches to maximise
students’ marks in the
examination

l

Scrutinise and discuss
exemplar A/A* grade answers

l

Insights into what success
looks like in examinations

l

Find out more about to give
the most effective feedback to
A/A* calibre students

l

Take away methods to best
prepare students for exam
success

Approaches and methods for teaching this component keeping to the strict exam parameters
Develop an action plan for success for students aiming for top grades in the investigation
Examine some high mark pieces of fieldwork and unpick why
Develop students’ referencing skills to achieve Level 4
How to ensure the authenticity and independence of students work
Understanding the expectations of the exam board in terms of top mark responses
What does a Level 4, A/A* investigation look like?
2.45 – 2.55pm

l

l

2.00 – 2.40pm

Discussion: afternoon tea

l

Effective teaching strategies to support your high ability students in preparing for examinations
3 steps to revision success
How to get high ability students to take ownership of their revision
Balancing exam technique and specification requirements whilst encouraging student engagement
with Geography in the wider world and signposting to HE

IN SCHOOL INFO
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11.40 – 12.20pm

Lunch and informal discussion

l

Teachers of AQA A-Level
Geography

11.00 – 11.40am

Ensuring your A/A* students know exactly what examiners are looking for, how to structure answers
and the skills needed
Embed Assessment Objectives in TLA – Stay focused on the end-goal
The short answer questions on Paper 1 and Paper 2
Excellent starters and plenaries
How to best approach and structure extended prose exam questions to achieve top band
Teaching strategies to maximise marks in the exams’

Exemplar A and A* Grade Answers
l

10.00 – 10.40am

Strategies to embed thinking in TLA – examiners reward evidence of thinking
Teaching methods to encourage deep thinking and reflection among students – moving away from
regurgitation of information
Strategies to develop students’ synoptic links, including signposting these to examiners
Make AO3 Evaluation stronger (and easier!) through making comparisons to similar or different
geographical topics

Discussion: coffee break

l

l

TIME

Thinking Deeply, Synoptic Links and AO3 Analysis to Access A/A*
l

WHO SHOULD
ATTEND?

This course, tailored to suit, can be delivered in your school.
Discuss this further with our CPD team on 01625 532974 or online@keynote.org.uk

£269+VAT

A-LEVEL

NEW: AQA A-LEVEL GEOGRAPHY: PREPARING ALL
YOUR STUDENTS FOR EXAM SUCCESS
CODE 9367

LOCATION/DATE
London
Monday 20 March 2023

ABOUT THIS COURSE

COURSE LEADER

This course is designed for all teachers looking to ensure their students achieve their best in the AQA
A-Level Geography exams.

To be confirmed

The course focuses on methods by which student responses to the differing types of questions they will
face in their examinations can be improved. All types of exam questions will be considered in terms of their
requirements, common mistakes that students make when answering them and strategies to improve the
quality of answers produced. Focus will be upon knowledge and understanding as a means of producing
higher-level answers, with consideration additionally given to strategies that can be employed by students
of differing levels of capability.

WHO SHOULD
ATTEND?

The characteristics of excellent essays that move away from description at Level 2 and towards judgement
of the higher levels will be exampled, with opportunity given for teachers to scrutinise exam-type
responses using marking descriptors and levels.

l

All teachers of AQA A-Level
Geography

l

A-Level Geography Teachers
looking to improve exam
results

l

Heads of Geography

This course is up to the minute and will respond to any changes in the examination series. Although aimed
at teachers of AQA A-Level Geography, the course will benefit those following other major exam boards.

l

Heads of Humanities

PROGRAMME

BENEFITS OF
ATTENDING

TIME

Key messages for 2023
l
l
l

l
l

10.00 – 10.20am

Feedback from the most recent exam: what is it essential to be aware of?
Discussion of the challenges experienced by candidates
How to engage students in the content of the course, and how to maximise their focus on what brings
the most reward in examinations
Reflections on the mark schemes and what this means for 2023
Understanding command words

A focus on the toughest topics on the paper 1: Physical Geography
l

l

l
l

10.20 – 11.30am

An examination of the precise demands of the toughest topics and the different question types on
Physical Geography including short answer and extended prose.
Developing a geographical skills-based curriculum and an appreciation of the precise demands of the
exam papers, especially in relation to challenging topics
How students should approach answering questions in terms of content, interpretation and evaluation
Examples of outstanding practice in previous exam cycles

Discussion: coffee break

11.30 – 11.45am

Why students underperform when answering exam questions on paper 2:
Human Geography

11.45 – 12.30pm

l

l
l

l
l

Common mistakes students make when answering questions on Human Geography and why they
make them.
Feedback from previous exam cycles.
Exploring strategies to improve student performance on all types of questions on paper 2 including
short answer, levels of response and extended prose.
Strategies to stretch and challenge students of different levels of capability
Synopticity, preparing students for it using different approaches

Lunch and informal discussion

l
l
l
l
l

Making Interventions work for all students

2.45 – 3.15pm

l
l

l

l

Take away easily applicable
strategies that will enable
students to produce better
quality answers to all forms of
exam questions

l

Explore means of producing
higher-level responses
to essay and long-answer
questions

l

Gaining an insight into
the marking of exam-type
responses

l

Example extended A-Level
questions: how to prepare
students to get the most
possible marks

What works well? Effective approaches to implementing an intervention programme
Techniques to get students to buy into intervention
Effective strategies to engage students from the low ability to the most able
Solutions to working around the challenges and obstacles involved in successful intervention

What might come up on the exams?
l

Develop an understanding
of the reasons why students
can under-perform when
answering exam questions

1.30 – 2.40pm

2.40 – 2.45pm

l

l

How to support students to access the top grades
Examine how to maximise success in the 20 mark questions.
Explore means of producing higher-level responses to essay and long-answer questions
Example extended A-level questions: preparing students to get the most possible marks
Examiner guidance and examples of outstanding, top-level, A* responses
Components of effective answers

Discussion: afternoon tea

l

Gain an insight into the
different forms of exam
questions on all exam papers

12.30 – 1.30pm

Focus on essay skills for the long answer questions on both exam papers
l

l

3.15 – 3.30pm

Consider common themes from past papers
Topics that could be tested in the summer exam

IN SCHOOL INFO

This course, tailored to suit, can be delivered in your school.
Discuss this further with our CPD team on 01625 532974 or online@keynote.org.uk

£269+VAT

7

A-LEVEL

NEW: TEACHING PEARSON/EDEXCEL A-LEVEL
GEOGRAPHY FOR THE FIRST TIME

LOCATION/DATE
London
Wednesday 15 March 2023
Tuesday 04 July 2023

CODE 9368

ABOUT THIS COURSE

To be confirmed

The course focuses on pedagogy and practice and provides specific guidance and support for both the
written exams and fieldwork components. There is an emphasis on how to structure the course and offers a
raft of tips and strategies for supporting students in their bid to access the top band marks.

WHO SHOULD
ATTEND?

Although aimed at teachers of Pearson/Edexcel A-Level Geography this course would benefit teachers of
other exam boards.

PROGRAMME

TIME

Overview of the Pearson/Edexcel A-Level Geography course, including
challenges and what to expect from pupils
l
l
l
l
l
l
l

10.30 – 10.50am

Dynamic Landscapes, Physical Systems and Sustainability: How to Teach
Paper 1 Effectively
l
l
l
l
l
l

l
l
l
l
l
l

l
l

NEA: How to meet the Challenges of the Independent Investigation

2.30 – 3.10pm

l
l
l
l

l
l
l
l

Teachers lacking in confidence
in the qualification and
wanting to refresh their
practice may also benefit

BENEFITS OF
ATTENDING
l

Take away strategies to
support the development of
students’ written and practical
skills

l

Develop an awareness
of effective planning and
structuring of the course

l

Learn how to manage design
and performance candidates
simultaneously

l

Develop strategies to promote
effective learning and the
collaborative practices which
underpin components 1 and 2

Approaches and methods for teaching this component keeping to the strict exam parameters
How to develop students’ referencing skills
How to structure teaching to ensure that all students have an understanding of the demands of the
investigation
How to ensure the authenticity and independence of students work
Understanding the expectations of the exam board in terms of top mark responses
What does a Level 4 investigation look like?

Achieving Unbelievable Results
l

l

1.30 – 2.20pm

2.20 – 2.30pm

l

Teachers just entering their
second/third years of teaching
A-Level Geography

Approaches to teaching the compulsory content:
l
Players
l
Attitudes and actions
l
Futures and uncertainties
Develop students’ responses to all question types including short open, open response and resourcelinked questions
How to draw synoptically on knowledge and understanding from compulsory content

Discussion: afternoon tea

l

l

12.30 – 1.30pm

Paper 3: The Synoptic Investigation
l

1.30 – 2.40pm

Planning for successful teaching for Paper 2
Planning for a mixed ability group, teaching methodologies, flipped learning and using retrieval practise
to boost student performance.
Pitfalls and easy wins when teaching, with focus on Topic 3: Globalisation
Developing teaching strategies for Topic 4: Shaping Places
Effective techniques to teach Topics 7 and 8: Superpowers, Global Development and Connections
Building in opportunities for students to practice exam technique in a low stake’s manner

Lunch and informal discussion

Teachers new to A-Level
Geography

10.50 – 11.40am

Analysis of the different structures and ways of teaching Topic 1: Tectonic Processes and Hazards
Pitfalls and easy wins when teaching Topic 2: Landscape Systems, Processes and Change
Introduction to teaching Topic 5: The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity
Teaching for success, how to support students to remember key concepts in Topic 6: The Carbon Cycle
and Energy Security
Begin to apply interleaving and retrieval strategies
Teaching across the ability range; Scaffolding up to ensure top students are challenged, while not leaving
lower ability students behind.

Aiming for Success in Paper 2: Dynamic Places, Human Systems and Geopolitics

l

10.00 – 10.30am

Ensuring teachers and students hit the ground running in September
Key challenges and opportunities – areas to focus your teaching around
Mapping out and structuring the course over 2 years to engage all students
Understanding the assessment objectives to improve your teaching and planning
An overview of all the components – what you need to know when starting
Recognising which areas will be most challenging for you and how to address these issues
Developing an understanding of what an A/A* student’s performance looks like, and how to get there

Discussion: coffee break

3.10 – 3.40pm

What does it take to go from a C/D to an A/A*?
How can you plan to overcome barriers?
How can you prepare for the written exams to secure the highest marks
How to gain top marks in the longer essay questions
Revision strategies, tactics and exam techniques

IN SCHOOL INFO
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COURSE LEADER

This is course is designed for new teachers and teachers in their first years of teaching Pearson/Edexcel
A-Level Geography and focuses on how to facilitate excellent outcomes for all students across the three
components of the course.

This course, tailored to suit, can be delivered in your school.
Discuss this further with our CPD team on 01625 532974 or online@keynote.org.uk

£269+VAT

A-LEVEL

NEW: AIMING FOR A/A* IN PEARSON/EDEXCEL
A-LEVEL GEOGRAPHY

LOCATION/DATE
London
Wednesday 29 March 2023

CODE 9369

ABOUT THIS COURSE

COURSE LEADER

This A/A* course, new for Spring 2023 is aimed specifically on how to ensure your students achieve the
highest marks in Pearson/Edexcel A-Level Geography. It will focus on exploring the characteristics of work
produced by students at the highest levels and delve into a range of teaching materials and strategies
designed to ensure that students achieve the top grades of A and A*.

To be confirmed

PROGRAMME

l

l
l

10.40 – 11.00am

Maximising exam performance: review where top marks are lost and how to
avoid them

l
l
l
l
l

l
l
l

11.40 – 12.20pm

Grade descriptors, activities, practical teaching strategies
Model answers for Paper 1 Physical geography and Paper 2 Human geography
Candidate style answers and commentaries – what examiners look for
Peer marking and its role in improving skills – teaching students how an examiner recognises a top
band answer

Lunch and informal discussion

12.20 – 1.20pm

Effective Feedback for A/A* Students – Comments, not Marks

1.20 – 2.00pm

l

l
l
l
l
l

Feedback strategies to stretch able students to maximise their potential – asking questions as
feedback, no mark just feedback, amending answers using mark schemes
Feedback suggestions…
Exploring ways to use feedback to support able students in improving their marks
What an examiner looks for in a top band essay using exemplars
Going beyond a template, getting students to understand what a top-grade essay looks like.
Effective feedback strategies, to encourage better evaluation and conclusion writing skills.

NEA: How to meet the Challenges of the Independent Investigation
l
l
l
l
l
l
l

Preparing for Exam Success

2.55 – 3.30pm

l
l

Heads of Geography

BENEFITS OF
ATTENDING
l

Take away teaching ideas and
approaches that challenge and
develop A and A* students

l

Explore exemplar materials
to identify characteristics of
outstanding work

l

Explore thinking deeply,
synoptic links and AO3
Analysis

l

Take away strategies and
approaches to maximise
students’ marks in the
examination

l

Scrutinise and discuss
exemplar A/A* grade answers

l

Insights into what success
looks like in examinations

l

Find out more about to give
the most effective feedback to
A/A* calibre students

l

Take away methods to best
prepare students for exam
success

2.00 – 2.40pm

2.45 – 2.55pm

l

l

Approaches and methods for teaching this component keeping to the strict exam parameters
Develop an action plan for success for students aiming for top grades in the investigation
Examine some high mark pieces of fieldwork and unpick why
Develop students’ referencing skills to achieve Level 4
How to ensure the authenticity and independence of students work
Understanding the expectations of the exam board in terms of top mark responses
What does a Level 4, A/A* investigation look like?

Discussion: afternoon tea

l

Teachers of Pearson/Edexcel
A-Level Geography

11.00 – 11.40am

Ensuring your A/A* students know exactly what examiners are looking for, how to structure answers
and the skills needed
Embed Assessment Objectives in TLA – Stay focused on the end-goal
The short answer questions on Papers 1, 2 and 3
Excellent starters and plenaries
How to best approach and structure extended prose exam questions to achieve top band
Teaching strategies to maximise marks in the exams’

Exemplar A and A* Grade Answers
l

10.00 – 10.40am

Strategies to embed thinking in TLA – examiners reward evidence of thinking
Teaching methods to encourage deep thinking and reflection among students – moving away from
regurgitation of information
Strategies to develop students’ synoptic links, including signposting these to examiners
Make AO3 Evaluation stronger (and easier!) through making comparisons to similar or different
geographical topics

Discussion: coffee break

l

l

TIME

Thinking Deeply, Synoptic Links and AO3 Analysis to Access A/A*
l

WHO SHOULD
ATTEND?

Effective teaching strategies to support your high ability students in preparing for examinations
3 steps to revision success
How to get high ability students to take ownership of their revision
Balancing exam technique and specification requirements whilst encouraging student engagement
with Geography in the wider world and signposting to HE

IN SCHOOL INFO

This course, tailored to suit, can be delivered in your school.
Discuss this further with our CPD team on 01625 532974 or online@keynote.org.uk

£269+VAT
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A-LEVEL

NEW: PEARSON/EDEXCEL A-LEVEL GEOGRAPHY:
PREPARING ALL YOUR STUDENTS FOR EXAM SUCCESS
CODE 9370

ABOUT THIS COURSE

COURSE LEADER

This course is designed for all teachers looking to ensure their students achieve their best in the Pearson/
Edexcel A-Level Geography exams.

To be confirmed

The course focuses on methods by which student responses to the differing types of questions they will
face in their examinations can be improved. All types of exam questions will be considered in terms of their
requirements, common mistakes that students make when answering them and strategies to improve the
quality of answers produced. Focus will be upon knowledge and understanding as a means of producing
higher-level answers, with consideration additionally given to strategies that can be employed by students
of differing levels of capability.

WHO SHOULD
ATTEND?

The characteristics of excellent essays that move away from description at Level 2 and towards judgement
of the higher levels will be exampled, with opportunity given for teachers to scrutinise exam-type
responses using marking descriptors and levels.
This course is up to the minute and will respond to any changes in the examination series. Although aimed
at teachers of Pearson/Edexcel A-Level Geography, the course will benefit those following other major
exam boards.

PROGRAMME

TIME

Key messages for 2023
l
l
l

l
l

l

l

l
l

Feedback from the most recent exam: what is it essential to be aware of?
Discussion of the challenges experienced by candidates
How to engage students in the content of the course, and how to maximise their focus on what brings
the most reward in examinations
Reflections on the mark schemes and what this means for 2023
Understanding command words

An examination of the precise demands of the toughest topics and the different question types on
papers 1 and 2 including short open, open response and resource-linked questions
Developing a geographical skills-based curriculum and an appreciation of the precise demands of the
exam papers, especially in relation to challenging topics
How students should approach answering questions in terms of content, interpretation and evaluation
Examples of outstanding practice in previous exam cycles
11.45 – 12.00pm

Why students underperform when answering exam questions on paper 3

12.00 – 12.40pm

l
l

l
l

Common mistakes students make when answering questions and why they make them.
Feedback from previous exam cycles.
Exploring strategies to improve student performance on all types of questions on paper 2 including
short open, open response and resource-linked questions.
Strategies to stretch and challenge students of different levels of capability
Synopticity, preparing students for it using different approaches

Lunch and informal discussion

l
l
l
l
l

Making Interventions work for all students

2.45 – 3.15pm

l
l

l

Heads of Geography

l

Heads of Humanities

BENEFITS OF
ATTENDING
l

Gain an insight into the
different forms of exam
questions on all exam papers

l

Develop an understanding
of the reasons why students
can under-perform when
answering exam questions

l

Take away easily applicable
strategies that will enable
students to produce better
quality answers to all forms of
exam questions

l

Explore means of producing
higher-level responses
to essay and long-answer
questions

l

Gaining an insight into
the marking of exam-type
responses

l

Example extended A-Level
questions: how to prepare
students to get the most
possible marks

What works well? Effective approaches to implementing an intervention programme
Techniques to get students to buy into intervention
Effective strategies to engage students from the low ability to the most able
Solutions to working around the challenges and obstacles involved in successful intervention

What might come up on the exams?
l

l

1.40 – 2.40pm

2.40 – 2.45pm

l

A-Level Geography Teachers
looking to improve exam
results

How to support students to access the top grades
Examine how to maximise success in the 18, 20 and 24 mark questions.
Explore means of producing higher-level responses to essay and long-answer questions
Example extended A-level questions: preparing students to get the most possible marks
Examiner guidance and examples of outstanding, top-level, A* responses
Components of effective answers

Discussion: afternoon tea

l

l

12.40 – 1.40pm

Focus on essay skills for the long answer questions on both exam papers
l

All teachers of Pearson/
Edexcel A-Level Geography

10.20 – 11.45am

Discussion: coffee break

l

l

10.00 – 10.20am

A focus on the toughest topics on papers 1 and 2

3.15 – 3.30pm

Consider common themes from past papers
Topics that could be tested in the summer exam

IN SCHOOL INFO
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LOCATION/DATE
London
Tuesday 21 March 2023

This course, tailored to suit, can be delivered in your school.
Discuss this further with our CPD team on 01625 532974 or online@keynote.org.uk

£269+VAT

GCSE

NEW: BRILLIANT GCSE GEOGRAPHY TEACHING

LOCATION/DATE
London
Thursday 02 March 2023
Friday 23 June 2023

CODE 9371

ABOUT THIS COURSE
This revised course is intended for all teachers who wish to ensure the high achievement of students
in GCSE Geography. The course focuses on excellent teaching approaches, methods, resources, and
techniques to help teachers raise attainments in students of all abilities by improving student confidence,
knowledge and a stronger understanding of what examiners are looking for.
The course is generic, suitable for teachers of all examination boards.

PROGRAMME
The assessment demands for top grade outcomes in GCSE Geography
l
l
l

TIME

l

Teachers of GCSE Geography

10.00 – 10.45am

l

PGCE mentors for Geography

What are the barriers to attaining high grades from the most recent exam?
What is required to achieve a top band mark and how do we get there
The importance of planning – how can this be completed in the exam environment?

BENEFITS OF
ATTENDING

Fresh and Innovative strategies for teaching GCSE Geography

11.00 – 11.30am

The benefits of a flipped learning methodology for Geography
Maximising deliberate practice and high order thinking time in lessons

Motivating and engaging low ability students
l
l
l

l

l
l
l
l
l

1.00 – 2.00pm

Stretching and challenging your more able students

2.00 – 2.45pm

l
l

2.45 – 2.50pm

Unpicking the exam questions and developing top level evaluation skills

2.50 – 3.20pm

l
l
l

l
l
l
l

Understand how to set an
engaging and motivating
classroom

l

Understand effective
differentiation to challenge
and extend all students
specific to their potential

l

Take away techniques,
feedback and marking
strategies to raise attainment

l

Increase awareness of
exam readiness that can be
infiltrated into all lessons to
maximise exam technique

Examples of model answers for discussion
How to support students in developing AO application skills
Examining the balance of assessment objectives
Using the language of the exam/grade descriptors

Exam revision and technique
l

l

Encourage students to create effective study materials
Strategies to promote ‘high order thinking skills’ not ‘more of the same’
Analysing Grade 8/9 responses to increase opportunities for high grades

Discussion: afternoon tea

l

Develop a range of
approaches to tackling the key
areas of GCSE Geography

12.15 – 1.00pm

Memory platforms – lesson starters that maximise retrieval and interleaving
Memory platform examples
Potential links between knowledge and skill acquisition
Planning for interleaving, spacing and retrieval to stretch and challenge
Spaced practice

Lunch and informal discussion

l

l

11.30 – 12.15pm

Understand the difference between low effort/low performance and high effort/low performance
Engage low effort/low performance students by actively stimulating cooperative learning strategies
Help high effort/low performance students improve performance by modelling the use of high impact
study strategies which prioritise ‘thinking hard’
Provide unique memorisation strategies to help low ability students retain information

Strategies to promote retrieval, spacing and interleaving

WHO SHOULD
ATTEND?
Heads of Geography

10.45 – 11.00am

l

To be confirmed

l

Discussion: coffee break

l

COURSE LEADER

3.20 – 3.50pm

Separating common content and skills mistakes
Applying simple but highly effective exam technique strategies to ensure high performance
Teaching and Learning strategies to improve AO skills
Memory, practice and myelin – the foundation of high achievement
Look into the science underpinning deliberate practice revision techniques such as dual coding and
interleaving

IN SCHOOL INFO

This course, tailored to suit, can be delivered in your school.
Discuss this further with our CPD team on 01625 532974 or online@keynote.org.uk

£269+VAT
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GCSE

NEW: TEACHING AQA GCSE GEOGRAPHY FOR THE
FIRST TIME
CODE 9372

ABOUT THIS COURSE
This course offers an introduction and overview of AQA GCSE Geography, providing essential skills and
tips in how to effectively deliver the specification, ensuring maximum student engagement and maximum
attainment. It is suitable for anyone just starting to teach Geography, in their first few years of teaching
or lacking confidence in teaching AQA GCSE Geography. Whilst the focus of the day will be on the AQA
course, many of the ideas will be applicable to all Geography exam boards.

PROGRAMME

TIME

Overview of the AQA GCSE Geography Specification
l

l
l
l
l

10.40 – 11.00am

Teaching Paper 1 effectively: Living with the physical environment

11.00 – 12.00pm

l
l
l
l

Exploring geographical skills to boost student engagement and attainment
Techniques to deliver Section A: The challenge of natural hazards
Understanding Section B: The living world
Approaches to teaching Section C: Physical landscapes in the UK
Methods of how to excel in the written exam, using strict timings, sentence starters and key
terminology

Aiming for success in Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment
l
l
l
l

l

Developing geographical skills to further enhance student attainment
Getting to grips with Section A: Urban issues and challenges
Introduction to teaching Section B: The changing economic world
How to support students to remember key concepts in Section C: The challenge of resource
management
Teaching across the ability range; Scaffolding up to ensure top students are challenged, while not
leaving lower ability students behind.
1.00 – 2.00pm

Meeting the challenges in Paper 3: Geographical Applications

2.00 – 3.00pm

l
l
l
l

l
l

Promoting critical thinking and problem solving in Section A: Issue Evaluation
How to demonstrate geographical skills and applied knowledge
Ensuring students develop an understanding of physical and human geography themes
Analyse geographical issues across one or more themes
Section B: Fieldwork – How to choose appropriate contrasting environments for the geographical
enquiries
Ensure students demonstrate the interaction between physical and human geography
How to develop student’s ability to interpret, analyse and evaluate information in issues related to their
geographical enquiry

Achieving unbelievable results
l
l
l
l
l

l

New Geography Teachers

l

Teacher’s entering their
second year of teaching GCSE
Geography

l

Teachers wanting to build
up their skills set in effective
Geography teaching

l

Teacher lacking confidence
in the AQA GCSE Geography
specification

BENEFITS OF
ATTENDING
l

Provide teachers of GCSE
Geography the material and
confidence to teach effectively
to all ability ranges.

l

Obtain an exceptional
understanding of the
key challenges in GCSE
Geography and how to teach
them.

l

Learn how to take a Grade
4 student and help them
towards a Grade 9.

l

Gain insight into the content
of the course, the exam
structure and how the exams
are marked.

l

Leave with resources ready to
use.

l

Understand how to scaffold
lower ability students and
stretch higher ability students

3.00 – 3.50pm

What does it take to go from a Grade 4 to a Grade 9
How can you plan to overcome barriers?
How can you use structure in the written examination to ensure the highest marks
How to gain full marks in the longer essay questions
Analyse exemplar work to gain top marks

IN SCHOOL INFO
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WHO SHOULD
ATTEND?

12.00 – 1.00pm

Lunch and informal discussion

l

COURSE LEADER
To be confirmed

10.00 – 10.40am

Explanation of the content of the course, looking at key pressure points and how they can be
overcome.
Different ways to structure your course according to student ability
When to introduce topics
Creating a positive group dynamic that allows students to support each other
Motivating lower ability students

Discussion: coffee break

l

LOCATION/DATE
London
Friday 10 March 2023
Wednesday 05 July 2023

This course, tailored to suit, can be delivered in your school.
Discuss this further with our CPD team on 01625 532974 or online@keynote.org.uk

£269+VAT

GCSE

NEW: AQA GCSE GEOGRAPHY: ENSURING GRADES
8-9
CODE 9373

LOCATION/DATE
London
Monday 27 March 2023

ABOUT THIS COURSE

COURSE LEADER

This brand-new course for Spring 2023 is for all teachers of AQA GCSE Geography wanting to help
students reach the highest grades. It offers new and innovative ways of tacking content and answering
questions. The course will take account of grade boundaries in 2019 and 2022 and will focus on strategies
aimed at helping students achieve the highest grades. Teachers will take away materials that can be used
in class immediately.

To be confirmed

Although aimed at teachers of AQA GCSE Geography, this course will benefit those following other exam
board specifications.

l

All teachers of AQA GCSE
Geography

l

Heads of Geography

l

Heads of Humanities

PROGRAMME

TIME

Grades 8-9: What do they involve?
l
l

l
l
l
l

l

l
l
l
l
l

10.00 – 10.30am

Structure of AQA GCSE Geography and what this requires of the best students
Feedback and grading 2019 and 2022 and what this tells us about the standard high ability students are
expected to meet
Key attributes of Grades 8-9 students in the classroom
Analysis of the mark schemes – what were the examiners looking for
How to encourage top level students to ‘move up’ further and become independent learners
Getting top level students to produce the right amount in exam conditions in extended writing

Extended writing for Grades 8-9

Detailed analysis of the AQA questions: what are examiners looking for from the very best answers at
grades 8 and 9?
Dealing with terminology
What makes a grade 8-9 answer stand out?
Dealing with the depth of content
Activities for use in class and for teaching key topics to high end students
Moving from grades 6/7 to 8/9
11.30 – 12.20pm

Strategies to achieve grades 8-9 in Paper 1

11.30 – 12.20pm

l
l

l
l

l

l

l
l

l
l
l
l
l
l

3.10 – 3.40pm

l

Course materials will be
directly relevant to the needs
of teachers and students

l

The course pack will be usable
immediately in the classroom

2.10 – 3.00pm

Exams: Tactics for achieving grades 8-9

l

l

How to achieve the highest grades in geographical applications
Review examples of grades 8-9, what top level students do
Characteristics of the most successful candidates in paper 3
A closer look at fieldwork, the pitfalls and the best practice examples for grades 8-9
Promoting top level critical thinking and problem solving in Section A: Issue Evaluation
Ensuring grade 8-9 students analyse geographical issues synoptically across multiple themes
Develop student’s ability to interpret, analyse and evaluate information at grades 8 and 9
3.00 – 3.10pm

l

The course will focus on ways
of improving the teaching
of GCSE Geography in the
classroom

1.20 – 2.10pm

Discussion: afternoon tea

l

l

Detailed analysis of the questions and what the AQA examiners are looking for in grade 8-9 responses
Activities for use in class to stretch the most able in Section A: Urban issues and challenges
What is excellent – unpicking the descriptors for a top band performance in Section B: The changing
economic world
Teaching techniques that challenge and push the grade 8-9 students in Section C: The challenge of
resource management
Creative methods and approaches which engage higher ability students
Developing geographical skills at grades 8 and 9 to further enhance student attainment

Targeting grades 8-9 in Paper 3
l

The course aims to provide
as many ideas for teaching
Geography as possible

12.20 – 1.20pm

Paper 2: Aiming for grades 8-9!
l

l

Exploring top level activities for teaching Section A: The challenge of natural hazards with able students
Examining strong grade 8-9 exemplar responses for Section B: The living world
Typical questions that may come up in Section C: Physical landscapes in the UK on Paper 1 and how to
ensure a grade 8-9 response
Structuring your grade 8-9 essay – What are examiners are looking?
New and innovative ways to help the higher ability students to scaffold their extended answers to ensure
a grade 8-9 response

Lunch and informal discussion

l

BENEFITS OF
ATTENDING

10.30 – 11.20pm

Discussion: coffee break

l

WHO SHOULD
ATTEND?

Revision ideas to help pupils achieve the highest grades.
How to maximise the available time in the examination
Giving good quality, specific feedback to students
Extension ideas for the most able GCSE Geographers

IN SCHOOL INFO

This course, tailored to suit, can be delivered in your school.
Discuss this further with our CPD team on 01625 532974 or online@keynote.org.uk

£269+VAT
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GCSE

NEW: AQA GCSE GEOGRAPHY: PREPARING ALL
YOUR STUDENTS FOR EXAM SUCCESS

LOCATION/DATE
London
Friday 17 March 2023

CODE 9374

ABOUT THIS COURSE

COURSE LEADER

This course, new for Spring 2023, is intended for teachers looking for ways to improve student attainment
and prepare all students for exam success in AQA GCSE Geography. Delivering a highly demanding
specification whilst ensuring student interest and engagement over two years is not without its challenges
and this course will consider these in turn so that teachers, and by extension students, can feel more
confident.

To be confirmed

l

Heads of Geography

l

Heads of Humanities

l

New Teachers in AQA GCSE
Geography

This course is aimed at those delivering AQA GCSE Geography but will be of use to those following other
exam boards.

l

Experienced teachers of AQA
GCSE Geography

PROGRAMME

BENEFITS OF
ATTENDING

AQA GCSE Geography teaching requires long term strategic planning to make the most out of the time
available. As such, the course will look at the GCSE as whole over the 2 years, how to best prepare students
for the step up from KS3, the increased focused on extended writing and using resources. It will then focus
on techniques to develop students’ approach to the exams to maximise their performance in Year 11.

TIME

AQA GCSE Geography – what’s it all about?
l
l
l
l
l

11.15 – 11.35am

Developing extended writing at AQA GCSE Geography
l
l
l
l
l
l

12.30 – 1.30pm

Making effective use of the resource booklet
l
l
l
l

1.30 – 2.15pm

2.15 – 2.30pm

Revision and motivation

2.30 – 3.15pm

l
l
l
l

Explore a range of strategies
for raising student attainment
in GCSE Geography

l

Develop strategies to
retain student interest and
engagement over two years

l

Find out ways to differentiate
the teaching of content and
skills to meet the needs of all
learners

l

Help students to improve their
revision and exam preparation
skills

l

Explore different approaches
to assessment, tracking and
feedback to ensure student
progress

What will students have to do?
Techniques for encouraging better analysis
Tackling the exam questions
Using model answers
Materials for use in class for developing resource analysis

Discussion: afternoon tea

l

l

11.35 – 12.30pm

What will students have to do?
Techniques for encouraging better written answers
Tackling exam questions
Using model answers
Using digital methods to improve writing
Materials for use in class to develop better written answers

Lunch and informal discussion

l

10.00 – 11.15am

What skills and techniques do students need to deploy to be successful at GCSE Geography?
Preparation at KS3 How can we help students prepare for GCSE?
Involving all students in active participation in lessons
Strategies for use in classroom to develop key skills
How to cope with the content

Discussion: coffee break

Effective marking and feedback
Using marking to increase motivation
Techniques for developing better revision
Targeting topics and questions
Materials for use in class for revision

IN SCHOOL INFO
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WHO SHOULD
ATTEND?

This course, tailored to suit, can be delivered in your school.
Discuss this further with our CPD team on 01625 532974 or online@keynote.org.uk

£269+VAT

NATIONAL CONFERENCES
London | Thursday 26 January 2023

ASPIRING TO
SENIOR
LEADERSHIP
CONFERENCE

London | Friday 27 January 2023

DEVELOPING
A CULTURE OF
SAFEGUARDING
EXCELLENCE
CONFERENCE

London | Thursday 02 March 2023

TEACHING
& LEARNING
LEADERSHIP
CONFERENCE

London | Friday 03 March 2023

I loved this session and found
it so enlightening. I will bring
a lot of this practice back to
my school for discussion.
The Lays School, November 2022

A really useful day with a
range of interesting ideas to
take away. I feel more excited
about my role now!
Wycombe Abbey School,
November 2022

Another excellent session
– such an amazing speaker
with practical take-aways.
Everything I would want at a
session like this.
King’s School, November 2022

COSTS
1st delegate rate
2nd delegate rate
3rd delegate rate

£349 + VAT
£329 + VAT
£309 + VAT

Costs include:
all speaker presentations
full set of conference notes
materials, and resources

OUTSTANDING
PASTORAL
LEADERSHIP
CONFERENCE

To book a place at any of our conferences or if you would
like more information, please get in touch on 01625 532974
or visit www.keynoteeducational.co.uk

Keynote Educational Limited
50a Alderley Road, Wilmslow, SK9 1NT.
01625 532974
online@keynote.org.uk
keynoteeducational.co.uk

