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DEPARTMENT  

ABOUT THIS COURSE
This course will consider what excellence in a Politics department looks like, and the role of the Head 
of Politics in helping to achieve and maintain such excellence. It will examine strategies for successful 
recruitment of students, for optimising teaching and learning, and for establishing and maintaining a position 
for Politics within a school.

It will conclude with an overview of what the working year of a Head of Politics involves, and of the 
opportunities and challenges the job presents at various stages in its life cycle. The day will incorporate 
lively discussion and question-and-answer sessions. Delegates will leave equipped with effective practical 
strategies and ideas.

This course is designed for current Heads of Politics and for anyone interested in holding such a position or in 
contributing to the management of a Politics department.

PROGRAMME  TIME

What Is An Outstanding Psychology Department?  10.00 – 10.40am

l  Reviewing the qualities and skills of an outstanding Head of Politics 
l Establishing your vision of Politics both within A-Level curricula and across the school
l Evaluating your department and acting upon this effectively
l What is an outstanding Politics department in the eyes of your Sixth Form? 
l What is an outstanding Politics department in the eyes of inspection teams? 
l The importance of student recruitment

Discussion: coffee break 10.40 – 11.00am

Selective Student Recruitment    11.00 – 12.00pm

l  Which strategies increase the profile of A-Level Politics at KS3 and KS4?
l Engaging interest in Politics at GCSE: How to ‘sell’ Politics 
l Develop the department as a physical space
l Explore ways of promoting and establishing a sense of identity of Politics across the A-Level curricula      

Effective leadership: Strategies to Ensure High Quality Teaching, Learning,  12.00 – 1.00pm

Assessment and Achievement      
l  Implementing effective strategies to ensure a consistent and effective experience for all learners 
l How a Head of Politics can model outstanding teaching and learning
l Developing a vibrant curricula and schemes of work
l Using a range of monitoring tools to track performance, recognise underachievement and motivate 

learners in order that they meet the needs of the curriculum
l Understanding when to be restrictive and when to allow creative autonomy    

Lunch and informal discussion    1.00 – 2.00pm

Excellent Departmental Evaluation  2.00 – 2.45pm

l  Identifying gaps in your department and creating strategies to fill these
l What are the most effective techniques to driving up improvements and enhance performance?
l Achieving high expectations and sustained excellence, to ensure the correct principles are in place to 

move to Outstanding
l Setting appropriate levels of challenge in your Politics department – stretching and developing all 

students
l Resource and budget management to create the conditions for Outstanding performance and 

updating your curriculum 

Discussion: afternoon tea 2.45 – 2.50pm

How it works: the Head of Politics 2.50 – 3.30pm

l  Planning ahead and finding time to do so; Managing your time and workload
l Maintaining freshness and enthusiasm: professional and intellectual development
l Working with the SLT; the confidence to champion and compromise
l Preparing for Inspections
l Peaks, troughs and the long run: responding to success and failure

LOCATION/DATE
London
Friday 16 June 2023 
Wednesday 15 November 2023

COURSE LEADER
John Jefferies has been head of 
Politics at Warwick School since 
1998. He was Head of Sixth Form 
for 13 years and is currently Senior 
Tutor. He has examined A-Level 
Politics and written and co-
written 5 texts books on domestic 
and global politics. He contributes 
to Politics Review and regularly 
appears on the Heaton podcast 
with Warwick School Head of 
History, Oliver O’Brien. 

WHO SHOULD 
ATTEND?
l Newly appointed Heads of 

Politics 

l Heads of History, Law, 
Sociology and Economics 
seeking to diversify what they 
offer pupils

l Aspiring Heads of Politics

l Leaders with responsibility for 
managing Politics    

BENEFITS OF 
ATTENDING
l Gain the latest understanding 

of what makes an excellent 
leader of Politics. 

l Engage with strategies 
designed to increase the 
profile of the subject lower 
down the school. 

l Analyse ways of encouraging a 
sense of identity within what is 
often a hybrid department

l Take away strategies to 
effectively engage pupils in 
the wide variety of learning 
opportunities which Politics 
uniquely offers. 

l Advice on how to establish and 
build a Politics Department 
when the subject has never 
been taught. 

CODE 9243

This course, tailored to suit, can be delivered in your school. 
Discuss this further with our CPD team on 01625 532974 or online@keynote.org.uk

 IN SCHOOL INFO  Cost: £269+VAT
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ABOUT THIS COURSE
This course, new for summer 2023, is for teachers striving to help their students meet the 
criteria of the higher-level marking bands across all three of the specification components, and 
all types question that appear on the Pearson Politics exam papers. 

It concentrates on the characteristics of work produced by students working at the highest 
levels and provides a range of teaching approaches and materials designed to assist students 
to achieve A and A* in the Pearson A-Level Politics examinations.  

PROGRAMME  TIME

Focus on Assessment Demands at A and A*  10.00 – 11.00am

l  Review characteristics of A and A* A-Level students in the classroom
l  Grades A & A*: what are the differences between these?
l  Going from a B grade to an A grade
l  Planning and structuring your 2 year course overview with the focus on top grades
l  Examine the assessment demands of all components for the highest grades. 
l  Explore ways of getting your high-achieving students to understand the assessment 

objectives and use them 

Discussion: coffee break 11.00 – 11.15am

Preparing Students for Top Level Responses on Paper 1     11.15 – 12.15pm

l  Challenges to attaining a top grade
l  Ensuring the appropriate level of explanation, analysis and evaluation required for A/A* 

responses across each question on the 3 questions
l  Approaches to ensure top students explain concisely, yet authoritatively
l  Meaningful analysis, over-analysis, and how to signpost it 

Lunch and informal discussion    12.15 – 1.15pm

Securing A/A* Grades With The Source Questions On Paper 2       1.15 – 2.15pm

l  Strategies to support students in interpreting extracts quickly and well?
l  Preparing students to ‘do’ provenance well, and do it quickly, at Level 5
l  Getting the extract’s arguments to lead the analysis
l  Evaluating top grade arguments consistently and confidently
l  Ensuring A/A* grades – ensuring students can spot which arguments in the extract can be 

compared, and how to produce high quality responses when incorporating comparison into 
their answers

Discussion: afternoon tea 2.15 – 2.30pm

Securing A/A* Grades In The 30-Mark Questions On Paper 3   2.30 – 3.30pm

l  Getting top grade students to make the best choice when selecting which question to 
answer

l  Ensuring students fully interpret the statement in the essay question
l  Introductions that impress examiners to award A/A* grades
l  Thematic structures which consistently analyse and evaluate at top standard
l  Conclusions that are substantiated and flow from the argument that precedes them

LOCATION/DATE
London
Tuesday 27 June 2023 
Monday 06 November 2023

COURSE LEADER
John Jefferies has been head 
of Politics at Warwick School 
since 1998. He was Head of 
Sixth Form for 13 years and is 
currently Senior Tutor. He has 
examined A-Level Politics 
and written and co-written 
5 texts books on domestic 
and global politics. He 
contributes to Politics Review 
and regularly appears on the 
Heaton podcast with Warwick 
School Head of History, Oliver 
O’Brien. 

WHO SHOULD 
ATTEND?
l Experienced teachers of 

Pearson A-Level Politics 

l Heads of Politics/
Humanities Departments/
Faculties seeking to 
consolidate or improve 
exam results in Pearson 
A-level Politics    

BENEFITS OF 
ATTENDING
l Gain teaching ideas and 

approaches that challenge 
and develop A and A* 
Politics students

l Explore exemplar materials 
to identify characteristics 
of outstanding work

l Understand the 
assessment demands 
of the higher level 
Pearson A-Level Politics 
specification

l Take away key methods for 
ensuring students get A 
and A* in each of the three 
components

CODE 9246

This course, tailored to suit, can be delivered in your school. 
Discuss this further with our CPD team on 01625 532974 or online@keynote.org.uk

 IN SCHOOL INFO  Cost: £269+VAT
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ABOUT THIS COURSE
This course aims to provide teachers who are new to, or in their first few of years of, teaching 
AQA A-level Politics with everything they need to teach the course well.  It will equip delegates 
with a thorough understanding of the AQA specification and its assessment objectives, and 
will help develop the classroom ideas, planning and marking skills necessary to become a 
confident, successful A-Level Politics teacher. The course focuses on the core areas of UK 
Government and Politics, US Government and Politics and Comparative Politics, as well as 
Political Ideas. It brings together a wealth of experience from the classroom and exam marking, 
to provide attendees with tips vital to starting out as a teacher of Politics. 

PROGRAMME  TIME

The ‘Big Picture’ in AQA Politics 10.00 – 11.00am

l  An examiner’s eye view of the assessment objectives and the mark scheme 
l  Ensuring students hit the ground running in September with little or no prior learning
l Suggested models of delivering UK, US, and Comparative Politics, and Political Ideas across 

the two years
l Topic areas which create the foundation for success – incorporating them into every lesson.
l When and how to set home study tasks and activities in Politics to ensure that students are 

honing their skills and keeping up with an ever-changing subject
l Recognising and working with students’ varying starting points: Ensuring higher achieving 

students are stretched whilst lower achieving ones are supported 

Discussion: coffee break 11.00 – 11.15am

Teaching Paper 1: UK Government and Politics    11.15 – 12.15pm

l  Analysis of the different structures and ways of teaching UK Government and Politics
l Easy wins and pitfalls when teaching an area of Politics that students are likely to be most 

familiar with
l Ways to tackle the tougher/drier topics, such as the UK Constitution, Elections and 

Referendums, the Judiciary and Devolution
l Approaches to the 9-mark and 25-mark questions 

Lunch and informal discussion    12.15 – 1.15pm

Key Ideas for Paper 2: US and Comparative Government and Politics       1.15 – 2.15pm

l  How best to introduce students to the USA’s often unfamiliar political system and culture
l The vastness of the USA’s Government and Politics and how to make it manageable for 

students
l Ways to teach the comparative element of the paper confidently and successfully 
l Exam questions and exemplar answers including the mastery of comparative theories and 

comparative essays

Discussion: afternoon tea 2.15 – 2.30pm

Key Ideas for Teaching Core Political Ideas on Paper 3   2.30 – 3.30pm

l  The unique challenges in making political theory and political thinkers accessible
l Practical ideas, methods and approaches to teaching the core ideologies
l Discussing the optional ideologies
l The particular challenge of dealing with extract questions when it comes to Political Ideas

LOCATION/DATE
London
Thursday 29 June 2023 
Thursday 19 October 2023

COURSE LEADER
Dr Matthew Kavanagh has 
taught A-level Politics for over 
15 years. In addition, he is an 
experienced Politics examiner 
for AQA, and also writes regularly 
for Politics Review. He currently 
teaches Politics and History at a 
high-achieving sixth form college 
in Lancashire, where is also in 
charge of teacher training in 
the Department of History and 
Politics.  

WHO SHOULD 
ATTEND?
l NQTs in Politics

l Politics teachers in their first 
few years of teaching AQA 
A-level Politics 

l Teachers changing to AQA 
A-level Politics from other 
exam boards    

BENEFITS OF 
ATTENDING
l Gain a thorough 

understanding of the 
requirements of AQA A-Level 
Politics

l Take away strategies on how to 
plan and manage the content 
of a two-year course

l Learn what level of depth is 
appropriate

l Develop a confident 
understanding of the 
assessment objectives and 
mark schemes

l Analyse a range of sample 
answers to understand the 
standard and how students 
can achieve it

l Take away ideas on exam 
and essay technique in AQA 
A-level Politics

l Gain teaching ideas and 
approaches for A-Level 
Politics across all three papers

l Ensure students keep up 
with contemporary political 
developments, and learn how 
to apply them to their existing 
understanding

CODE 9245

This course, tailored to suit, can be delivered in your school. 
Discuss this further with our CPD team on 01625 532974 or online@keynote.org.uk

 IN SCHOOL INFO  Cost: £269+VAT
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ABOUT THIS COURSE
This course aims to provide teachers who are new to, or in their first few of years of, teaching 
Pearson A-level Politics with everything they need to teach the course well.  The course 
focuses on the core areas of UK Politics, UK Government, and Comparative Politics and 
will equip delegates with a thorough understanding of the Pearson specification and its 
assessment objectives.

It brings together a wealth of experience from the classroom and exam marking, to provide 
attendees with tips vital to starting out as a teacher of Politics, and will help develop the 
classroom ideas, planning and marking skills necessary to become a confident and successful 
A-Level Politics teacher. 

PROGRAMME  TIME

Overview of the Pearson A-Level Politics course including challenges  10.00 – 11.00am

and what to expect from pupils     
l  Ensuring students and teachers hit the ground running in September – introducing the 

scheme of work and baseline assessment
l Recognising which areas will be most challenging for you and how to address these issues
l Identifying your support network and making the most of it – particularly in a small 

department or single teacher department.
l Ensuring topic areas which create the foundation for success – incorporating them into every 

lesson.  

Discussion: coffee break 11.00 – 11.15am

Tackling the Challenging Content of Pearson A-Level Politics  11.15 – 12.00pm

l  Planning and teaching the more demanding topics – identifying what these are and how to 
factor them into your teaching

l Making complicated concepts easy
l Teaching ideas, related questions and supporting resources to help improve student 

understanding
l Teaching for the different types of questions, with examples, so that you can help students 

access all the available marks
l Designing formative assessment and feedback through focussed starters and plenaries into 

your teaching    

Teaching Component 1: UK Politics   12.00 – 12.45pm

l  Assessment objectives - what do students need to know?
l How to score high marks in Section A: Political Participation
l Essay planning for Question 3 - Core Political Ideas
l What is the examiner looking for? Exploring exemplar answers   

Lunch and informal discussion    12.45 – 1.45pm

Component 2: UK Government and Political Ideas         1.45 – 2.30pm

l  Approaches and tips to the UK Government questions on the core ideas
l Successfully navigating the Section B extract question
l How and where to use your own knowledge in Non-Core Political Ideas
l Top essay tips for the optional Political Ideas essay question
l Dos, don’ts and timing
l What can go wrong on the day?

Discussion: afternoon tea    2.30 – 2.45pm

Key Ideas for Teaching Comparative Politics: Component 3          2.45 – 3.30pm

l  A03 – why does it matter so much?
l How to evaluate in Section B source questions
l Using sentence starters effectively and reaching valid judgements
l Exploring effective paragraphs, analysing what makes them work

LOCATION/DATE
London
Thursday 22 June 2023 
Friday 13 October 2023

COURSE LEADER
John Jefferies has been head 
of Politics at Warwick School 
since 1998.  He was Head of Sixth 
Form for 13 years and is currently 
Senior Tutor.  He has examined 
A-Level Politics and written 
and co-written 5 texts books on 
domestic and global politics.  He 
contributes to Politics Review and 
regularly appears on the Heaton 
podcast with Warwick School 
Head of History, Oliver O’Brien.    

WHO SHOULD 
ATTEND?
l Those teachers who are in 

their first few years of teaching 
Pearson A-Level Politics

 NQTs in Politics

l Teachers looking to change to 
Pearson A-Level Politics from 
other exam boards    

BENEFITS OF 
ATTENDING
l Gain a thorough 

understanding of the 
requirements of Pearson 
A-Level Politics

l Take away strategies on how to 
plan and manage the content 
of a two-year course

l Learn what level of depth is 
appropriate

l Develop a confident 
understanding of the 
assessment objectives and 
mark schemes

l Analyse a range of sample 
answers to understand the 
standard and how students 
can achieve it

l Take away ideas on exam and 
essay technique in Pearson 
A-level Politics

l Gain teaching ideas and 
approaches for A-Level 
Politics across all three papers

l Ensure students keep up 
with contemporary political 
developments, and learn how 
to apply them to their existing 
understanding

CODE 9487

This course, tailored to suit, can be delivered in your school. 
Discuss this further with our CPD team on 01625 532974 or online@keynote.org.uk

 IN SCHOOL INFO  Cost: £269+VAT
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LANDSCAPE FOR A-LEVEL POLITICS IN 2023

ABOUT THIS COURSE
One of the major attractions of Politics A-Level for pupils is that it is offers a dynamic and 
constantly changing field of study.  This makes the subject exciting and rewarding, but it also 
means that Politics teachers need to keep themselves informed about a vast array of significant 
political changes. 

This course will equip teachers with a thorough and stimulating update on the fast-changing 
nature of UK Politics in 2022 and show how new developments in UK Politics can be 
introduced into class in an intellectually exciting and academically rewarding way.  

Though this course will focus on several important teaching areas in UK Politics and UK 
Government for the Pearson specification, this course would benefit all those teaching 
Government and Politics of the UK for the AQA qualification.

PROGRAMME  TIME

The Key Challenges For Students     10.00 – 10.30am

l  An examination of the different types of exam questions and their requirements
l Developing a deep understanding of the UK politics
l Strategies to consistently write top level evaluation
l Activating prior knowledge to improve retention of key topic areas
l Exploring strategies to improve student performance on all types of questions [and for 

students of different levels of capability]

Parties, Policies, and the Path Ahead     10.30 – 11.00am

l  Exploring the importance of UK Politics and the current political climate
l Vibrant and dynamic ways to explore the main political parties of the UK in the classroom
l Techniques to enhance students ability to compare parties’ policies and ideologies  

Discussion: coffee break 11.00 – 11.15am

From Brexit to COVID-19: How Recent Events Have Shaped UK Politics 11.15 – 12.00pm

l  Brexit and its impact on UK politics
l The COVID-19 pandemic and its effect on politics
l Exploring the aftermath of the 2019 general election
l The rise of nationalism and populism in the UK

Lunch and informal discussion    12.00 – 1.00pm

The Global Impact of UK Politics: A Look at the UK’s Role in the World         1.00 – 1.45pm

l  The UK’s relationship with the European Union and the rest of the world
l The UK’s role in global affairs, including foreign policy and international aid
l The future of UK Politics    

Discussion: afternoon tea 1.45 – 2.00pm

Overcoming Challenges in UK Politics: Building a Better Future for All     2.00 – 2.45pm

l  Identifying the challenges facing UK Politics
l Social inequality and poverty
l Climate change and environmental issues
l Immigration and multiculturalism
l Political polarization and extremism

Achieving Maximum Success on the Essay Question     2.45 – 3.30pm

l  Writing an excellent response in only 30 minutes 
l Comparison strategies for success
l Teaching in-depth topics with limited time
l The core thinkers and how to deploy them 
l Exploring high achieving responses and identifying why they did so well. 

LOCATION/DATE
London
Monday 03 July 2023 
Monday 04 December 2023

COURSE LEADER
John Jefferies has been head 
of Politics at Warwick School 
since 1998.  He was Head of 
Sixth Form for 13 years and 
is currently Senior Tutor.  He 
has examined A-Level Politics 
and written and co-written 
5 texts books on domestic 
and global politics.  He 
contributes to Politics Review 
and regularly appears on the 
Heaton podcast with Warwick 
School Head of History, Oliver 
O’Brien.    

WHO SHOULD 
ATTEND?
l Heads of Politics 

l Politics teachers

l  Teachers looking for the 
latest updates    

BENEFITS OF 
ATTENDING
l Updates on major 

developments in UK 
politics

l How political change and 
development can be used 
to invigorate teaching

l Find out more about how 
this knowledge can best 
be demonstrated in exam 
question responses

l Develop strategies to 
help both highly able and 
weaker students improve 
their marks in these 
questions

CODE 9249

This course, tailored to suit, can be delivered in your school. 
Discuss this further with our CPD team on 01625 532974 or online@keynote.org.uk

 IN SCHOOL INFO  Cost: £269+VAT
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BESPOKE STUDENT IN-SCHOOL SESSIONS 2023 

Bespoke conferences tailored to address the priorities of your students

Bring expert current examiner practitioners into your school

Top quality, valuable practical advice and guidance for your students

Key challenge areas, key focus points analysed and worked through

Online or face-to-face sessions

Interactive, engaging, motivational

Bespoke, tailored sessions

Excellent for the run up to Mock Exams

For further details and to discuss 
call us on 01625 532974 or visit us online at www.keynoteeducational.co.uk

IN-SCHOOL STUDENT STUDY SKILLS & REVISION SESSIONS - GCSE & A-LEVEL 

Ensure your students reach their target grades with our fully tailored, examiner led, in school sessions. 

The focus is to maximise all student grades and boost performance.

All conferences are fully updated to provide essential vital insights.

All sessions can be tailored for your students.

All sessions are completely organised by Keynote.

To book an in-school study skills or revision session 
call us on 01625 532974 or visit us online at www.keynoteeducational.co.uk

STUDY SKILLS SESSIONS

l Improving student learning techniques
l Top tips for memory retrieval and recall
l The impact of stress on learning
l Promoting good study habits 
l Relieving the pressure on the exam 
l Exam Tactics and Techniques

EXAM REVISION SESSIONS

l Full revision grade booster sessions
l	 Effective	revision	techniques	and	tactics	
l	 Scaffolding	for	lower	band	students	
l Focus on challenging areas
l Question types and strategies to avoid exam pitfalls 

mailto:online%40keynote.org.uk?subject=Student%20Conference%20Enquiry
http://keynote.org.uk

