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ABOUT THIS COURSE
This course will demonstrate how to guide your best students to achieve Grades A/A* in the Pearson
Edexcel A-Level French examinations. The course will discuss teaching and learning ideas for both
language and literature options to stretch and challenge able students and to develop their higherlevel skills. Using feedback from examinations, the course will examine what is expected of high ability
students and explore ways to build teaching and learning to meet these challenges.
Whilst the examples will be drawn from Pearson’s assessment materials, the general principles and
strategies of much of the course would be valuable to teachers using any exam board.

PROGRAMME
Catching up – strategies and resources to close the “Covid Gap”
l

TIME
10.00 – 10.30am

Explore, discuss and share strategies and resources to help students “close the gap” arising from
lockdown

Grades A/A*: what do they involve?
l
l
l
l
l
l

Discussion: coffee break

11.15 – 11.30am

Speaking skills at A/A* [Paper 3]
l
l
l
l
l

l
l
l
l

11.30 - 12.15pm

The key challenges for high attaining students in achieving A/A* in Speaking
Teaching approaches and tasks that stretch students throughout the course
Answering questions in the exams: discussing the themes
Questioning techniques to extend the most able
Working to the standard: reviewing and marking specimen scripts

Tackling the Independent Research Project for A/A* Grades [Paper 3]
l

10.30 – 11.15am

Structure of the Pearson Edexcel A-Level French exams and what they require of the best students
Feedback and grading analysis of previous examinations: the standards that top students are
expected to meet
Analysis of mark schemes – what are the examiners looking for?
Identifying the Grade A/A* French students in the classroom
Avoiding potential hazards: what can cost a top student an A/A* grade?
Offering appropriate challenges to A/A* students

12.15 – 1.00pm

Feedback from previous exams on the key skills demonstrated by high ability students
Choosing the topic - the opportunity for A/A* students to shine
Guiding your students: teaching approaches which facilitate effective research
Monitoring: the importance of deadlines and timescales
Preparing students to deliver authentic and developed responses to access the top mark bands
1.00 – 1.45pm

Teaching literature and film: stretching and challenging able students
[Paper 2]

1.45 – 2.20pm

l
l
l
l
l
l

Introducing literature: how to make able students into independent readers
Appreciation of film as an art form: learning to talk about cinematographic techniques
Using wider reading to prepare for and complement the set works
Examination of context – using who? / what? /when? / why? questions
Different approaches to discussing and writing about style or technique
How to develop writing skills to produce an analytical and critical response
Using complex language and grammar to raise the quality of essay writing

Discussion: afternoon tea

2.20 - 2.35pm

Networking breakout sessions to share ideas and contacts

2.35 – 3.00pm

Key challenges for Grade A/A* students in Listening, Reading and
Translation [Paper 1]

3.00 – 3.30pm

l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l

Valerie Newell: Following a
highly-successful career in
industry and government,
Valerie moved into teaching
where her subject knowledge
and strategic planning skills
have brought a unique
combination to the challenges
of MFL planning and delivering.
She is a highly-experienced
subject leader, a teacher in MFL
at KS3, KS4 and KS5, as well as a
trainer and examiner with all UK
exam boards.

WHO SHOULD
ATTEND?
l

All Teachers of A Level
French

l

Heads of Department for
French

l

Heads of Faculty for
Languages

BENEFITS OF
ATTENDING

Lunch and informal discussion

l

COURSE LEADER

l

Focused on identifying the
demands of Grades A/A*

l

A detailed look at the
different demands of
questions across the papers

l

Mark schemes will be
analysed to identify and
clarify the requirements of
the highest levels

l

Sample answers at Grades
A/A* will be discussed and
marked

l

Identify and share materials
to help teachers prepare
students effectively and
which enable teachers to
cover the content effectively
in ways that push the highest
ability students

Practising listening skills with high-achieving students
Reading and responding to a variety of text types on different topics
The demands of the summary task in listening and reading
Building vocabulary and developing excellent grammatical skills
Approaches for the unexpceted: preparing for different question styles
Coping with the toughest sentences: developing the skills needed to unpick difficult French
Tackling translation: stretching top students with a variety of unseen passages and translation
questions
Using grammatical analysis to stretch able students
Revision tips for top level students

IN SCHOOL INFO

This course, tailored to suit, can be delivered in your school.
Discuss this further with our CPD team on 01625 532974 or online@keynote.org.uk

Online Cost: £229+VAT
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